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TRUE UNITY DIVIDES.          Pentecost 13 – Sept 5/8, 2019 

 

 Luke 12:49-53  "I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it 

were already kindled!  But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I 

am until it is completed!  Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I 

tell you, but division.  From now on there will be five in one family divided 

against each other, three against two and two against three.  They will be 

divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and 

daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-

in-law against mother-in-law." 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

   Some people sell their old gold jewelry to get cash.  Sometimes jewelers 

will resell the ring or necklace.  Most times, though, jewelers just ship that old 

jewelry to the goldsmith.  The goldsmith melts the jewelry in a furnace. The 

blazing fire separates impurities from the gold.  The high temperature also 

binds all the individual pieces of jewelry into one piece of pure gold. 

 

     Jesus describes something similar in our text.  Each Christian is like a 

piece of old jewelry forgotten in someone’s dresser. But Jesus came to deliver 

us from the desolate dresser drawer of damnation.  He purchased and won us 

with his holy precious blood and his innocent suffering and death.  Jesus also 

gathers us together into his holy Christian Church by giving us faith.   

 

   But besides giving us faith, Jesus also purifies our faith.   He does that the 

way heat separates impurities from gold.  Jesus purifies our faith in the 

furnace of trials, difficulties, and suffering.  Saint Peter says in his first letter, 

For a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 

These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, …may 

be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus 

Christ is revealed. 

 

    Now, that blazing furnace of suffering, grief, and trials—it does more than 

just refine our faith.  It also unites us with Christ and with each other.  It’s like 

when all the jewelry melts in the goldsmith’s furnace.  It becomes one, single 
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piece of gold.  Likewise, when Christ purifies our faith with trials and 

tribulations, he also binds us together as one, holy, Christian Church.   

 

   In First Corinthians Saint Paul uses a different image to describe this unity 

of the Church. He says, The body is a unit, though it is made up of many 

parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with 

Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body…and we 

were all given the one Spirit to drink… There should be no division in the 

body, but… its parts should have equal concern for each other.  Now you 

are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

 

    So, Jesus has united us to himself and to every other member of the Church. 

By uniting us to himself Jesus has given us a treasure greater than all the gold, 

silver, and jewelry in the world.  We have life from and with the one, true 

God.  We have forgiveness for all our sins by the blood of Christ.  We have 

the victory over death and Satan.  We have the gift of everlasting life in 

heaven.  And we share all these gifts together in the Church as brothers and 

sisters in Christ.   

 

    So, God has richly blessed us.  But these blessings come with a heavy 

burden.  Jesus describes that burden. He says, "I have come to bring fire on 

the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! Do you think I came to 

bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division.  From now on there will 

be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and 

two against three.    

     

     Yes, Jesus uses fire to purify our faith.  Jesus uses fire to unify his Church.  

But that same fire also causes a painful division.  Faith in Christ can divide 

families and separate you from your friends.  God’s Word shows us:  TRUE 

UNITY DIVIDES.   That is, the true unity you have with Christ will separate 

you from the unbelieving world.  This true unity of the Christian Church often 

divides families and separates you from your loved ones. 

 

     Perhaps some of you know this pain firsthand.  For example, a young adult 

stops going to church.  He tells his parents, “You can’t force me to go to 

church anymore.  I don’t even believe that non-sense.  Church is for losers.”  

Or, you have a sibling or cousin.  They tell you, “You Christians are so 
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judgmental.  Don’t you know that my lifestyle is perfectly natural and 

healthy?  How dare you call me a sexual deviant?!”  Or, your spouse says to 

you, “I’ve tried to make this marriage work.  But you love your church more 

than you love me.  I deserve better than that.  So, I’m leaving you.” 

 

   That’s painful.  When your own family reject you and reject Christ, you 

would do anything to take that pain away.  And that pain is very real. But 

don’t use false solutions to ease that pain.  

 

  One false solution would be to disown your unbelieving family members 

completely.  But, notice that Jesus does NOT say, “Stop caring about your 

family. Consider them dead.  Never speak with them.” 

 

   No, Jesus does not say that at all.  Jesus recognizes that you still love your 

unbelieving relatives.  Jesus loves them, too.  So, no, don’t turn your back on 

your non-Christian family members.  Don’t despise them.  Instead, love them.  

Pray that the Holy Spirit leads them to repent.  Keep on gently and 

respectfully telling them the good news of Jesus. And don’t give up.  Don’t 

give up loving them. Don’t give up calling them to repent.  Don’t give up 

wanting them to believe. 

 

    But also, don’t use another false solution to soothe this pain of division.  Do 

not give up your faith in Christ just to keep peace in the family.  Instead, keep 

on trusting Christ to give you the strength to love him and love your 

unbelieving relatives.  Keep on feeding your faith with his Word and 

sacrament.  Keep on repenting of the times you hide your faith, downplay 

your faith, or compromise your faith just to keep peace in the family.   

 

   But most of all, believe in Christ and rejoice. Christ suffered an even greater 

family division for your sake.  Christ endured the pain of having his heavenly 

Father forsake him on the cross.  On the cross Christ cried out, My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?  That meant his Father had cut him off.  

His Father had punished him with the fires of hell.  In our text Jesus 

anticipates this suffering.  He says, I have a baptism to undergo, and how 

distressed I am until it is completed! 
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   Jesus knew his crucifixion would make him suffer more than any suffering 

known to humanity. But yet, by his baptism of fire on the cross, Christ 

purified us.  Christ made us more precious than gold in the sight of his Father.  

And, by his work on the cross, Christ unified us with himself.  And by uniting 

us with himself, Christ also united us with our brothers and sisters in the faith. 

 

   That true unity of faith in the Church gives comfort in times of trial and 

tribulation.  So, if you have experienced the pain of losing a family member to 

unbelief, find some consolation in the family of believers in the church.  Build 

your relationship with your fellow Christians here on earth.   

 

   And how do you celebrate and strengthen that true unity among believers?  

Well, come to church.  The CHURCH family that prays together also stays 

together.  Take Holy Communion together.  The sacrament unites you with 

Jesus for eternity.  It also unites you with your fellow believers for eternity.  

Also come to Bible class.  Studying God’s Word together strengthens the 

unity of faith and fellowship.  And, also, serve on church boards, committees, 

and workdays together.  Attend fun activities like the upcoming Harvest 

Festival.  Stay after church and chat a while. Get to know each other.  Then, 

care for each other.  

 

    Yes, build the unity of your church family.  Treasure the fellowship of your 

church family.  After all, these are not people who just happen to belong to the 

same club as you do.  These are your brothers and sisters in Christ.  They will 

join you around the throne of God. In true unity with all the saints and angels 

you and your fellow believers will sing Christ’s praises in heaven’s eternal 

glory.  May God grant this true unity to you and to your family for Jesus’ 

sake.  AMEN. 
 


