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THE WARNINGS ARE WORTHY.              Lent 3 – March 21/24, 2019 

 

Luke 13:1-9   Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about 

the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  Jesus 

answered, "Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 

other Galileans because they suffered this way?  I tell you, no! But unless you 

repent, you too will all perish.  Or those eighteen who died when the tower in 

Siloam fell on them--do you think they were more guilty than all the others 

living in Jerusalem?  I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all 

perish."  Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree, planted in his 

vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any.  So he said to 

the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to 

look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it 

use up the soil?'  "'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll 

dig around it and fertilize it.  If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it 

down.'" 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

   Advertisements for medications are everywhere.  Along with the ads come the 

warnings.  “This medication may cause dehydration, irritability, weight loss, 

weight gain, sleepiness, agitation, rash, uncontrolled sweating, headaches, 

nausea, vomiting, heart palpitations, and may cause death.” 

 

   When you hear all those warnings, you think, “Why would anyone take this 

drug?  The side effects are worse than the disease!” 

 

  Sometimes we feel that way about our Christian faith.  It’s easy to think, “Sure, 

I love Jesus. He forgives my sins.  He is preparing a place in heaven for me.  

But, all these constant warnings against sin are a bit much.  I keep hearing about 

how I have to repent for this and repent for that. Is that all the Bible has to say?  

Is it really worth it to come to church when all I hear is, Warning-don’t sin.  

Warning-don’t sin. Warning, don’t sin?” 

 

    Well, quite simply, all the warnings are necessary.   Drug warnings are there 

for our physical safety. The call to repent is also for our safety—the safety of 
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our faith and the safety of our salvation.  So, we don’t brush off the call to 

repent.  Instead, we pay attention no matter how often Jesus tells us to recognize 

our sin, detest our sin, and abandon our sin.  Yes, when it comes to repentance, 

THE WARNINGS ARE WORTHY. 

 

    Now, it’s not only “really bad” sinners who must repent. The sweet little 

granny in church every Sunday—she needs to repent.  The squeaky clean, law-

abiding family man—he needs to repent. The pastor, the council member, the 

organist, and the Sunday school teacher—they all must repent.  Repentance is 

for everyone. Repentance is for you. It is for me. 

 

     Our text explains why. It says, [some people] told Jesus about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. Pontius Pilate, had killed 

innocent people during a religious ceremony.  This got people wondering, 

“Were these people guilty of some secret sin only the Lord saw?  Was Pilate’s 

act of violence a way for the Lord to punish them?” 

 

   Well, to their unasked questions Jesus gives a firm answer.  "Do you think 

that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans?  I tell 

you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”  

 

    Jesus says, “Don’t try to figure out senseless violence.  Don’t try to determine 

who is more or less guilty. The point is these kinds of tragedies should happen to 

everyone since every one—even you are all equally guilty.” 

 

   Yes, you and I share the same shame.  We are all equal in guilt.  That’s why 

Jesus says to us all, But unless you repent, you too will all perish."  So, don’t 

throw away your faith and salvation. Don’t jump ship from Jesus and end up in 

the burning lake of fire. Instead, take the warning seriously: REPENT.   

 

   But what is repentance?  Well, the dictionary defines it: “To change your 

mind; to have a different attitude.”  The way Jesus defines repent means, 

“Instead of looking for ways to sin, work with all your might to avoid sin.  

Instead of feeling good about sin, feel nothing but shame, disgrace, and 

embarrassment about your sins.” 
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   So, repentance is matter of the heart.  In this way repentance is like faith.  

Faith is in your heart. Yet, faith must express itself outwardly by what you do. 

So also, repentance must in your heart.  But repentance must not stay in your 

heart. Jesus explains this with a parable. He says, "A man had a fig tree…and 

he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any.  So, he said to the man 

who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to 

look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why 

should it use up the soil?'  "'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one 

more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it.  If it bears fruit next year, 

fine! If not, then cut it down.'" 

 

     Believers in Christ are trees in his vineyard.  Jesus is a patient farmer.  He 

knows that the fruit of faith and the fruit of repentance do not instantly appear.  

Jesus knows it takes a while for faith to mature.  It takes time and effort before 

we are repentant and productive members of his church. 

 

   So, Jesus is patient.  But he’s not stupid.  Jesus is patient.  But he’s not a 

spineless, pushover.   Jesus is patient.  But you dare never abuse his patience 

with laziness.  You dare never abuse his patience with a failure to repent. 

 

   So, be careful. You know how dangerous it is to abuse prescribed drugs.  It is 

even more dangerous to abuse Christ’s patience. So, don’t think that just 

because you come to church Jesus will overlook that gossiping tongue, those 

lustful eyes, or that shameless materialism.  Just because you give offerings 

doesn’t mean you have a free pass to steal from your employer or not give to 

any other charity.  Just because you belong to a conservative congregation does 

not give you permission to secretly disagree with God’s Word and question the 

teachings of the Bible.   

 

   And there’s another warning. Saint Paul says in our Epistle Lesson, So if you 

think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall.  Don’t fall away 

from the faith. Sure, you took religious instruction.  You passed the test for 

church membership. But that does not guarantee you will always be a faithful 

church member.  Just look at a church membership list from a few years ago. 

Looking at all those names on that five-year old church membership list makes 

you say, “This family used to come to church all the time.  But now, we only see 

them at church once or twice a year.  These young adults went to a Lutheran 
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Elementary school.  But they haven’t been to church in years.  These members 

have not worshiped the Lord with us at all.  Why don’t they take their faith 

seriously?  Why don’t they come to church?” 

 

     To those who neglect their faith and abuse his patience, Jesus says, If [the 

tree] bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.'"   The warning that 

Jesus gives is lot worse than being “kicked out” of the local congregation 

because you never came to church.  If you ever slack off in attending worship, if 

you ever neglect God’s Word, if you ever fail to receive spiritual health and life 

from Christ in Holy Communion—if you cut yourself off from Christ, from his 

Word, and from his Church—if you cut yourself off from Jesus, Jesus will cut 

you down and throw you into the fire of hell.  Every tree that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.    

 

    So, sin is serious. Sin is deadly. That’s why Jesus gives the medicine of his 

holy, precious blood to save you from sin and death.  Jesus gives you the 

prescription of his love and mercy, his life, death, and resurrection.  But, like all 

medicines have their warnings, so also the good news of Jesus comes with a 

warning.  That warning is to repent. Jesus knows that a failure to repent will kill 

your faith and destroy your salvation.  So, take his call to repent seriously.  

Never abuse his patience. Repent whenever you sin.  Make your whole life a life 

of repentance. 

 

     But also, after you repent, remember God’s love and Christ’s cross.  Never 

forget that Jesus gives you worthy warnings to repent because he wants you by 

his side for time and for eternity.  So, yes, repent.  But also rejoice.  Rejoice in a 

Savior who loves you enough to warn you about sin.  Rejoice in a Savior who 

loves you enough to save you from your sin by his holy precious blood and his 

innocent sufferings and death.  Yes, rejoice in Jesus, your loving Savior.  

Rejoice in the Lord always.  AMEN 
 


