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THE WAR IS WON, YET THE BATTLES STILL RAGE. 

 

           Saint Michael and All Holy Angels – September 27/30, 2018 

 

 

Revelation 12:1-17 Due to the length of the text it is not included here.  Please 

consult your Bible. 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

  On Sunday January 8, 1815 British General Pakenham faced American 

General Jackson in the battle of New Orleans. But there was something odd 

about this battle. The British and Americans had already signed a peace treaty 

two weeks earlier in the Dutch city of Ghent.  But this happened before twitter, 

telephones, or telegraphs.  The messenger actually had to sail across the 

Atlantic Ocean and deliver the news of the peace treaty in person. So, neither 

General Pakenham nor General Jackson knew the war was over.  So, they 

fought a real battle. There was real fighting. Real soldiers really died.   

 

   Fighting a real battle even though the war is already over—that’s what our 

text describes. It says, there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels 

fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But 

[the dragon] was not strong enough, and [he and his angels] lost their place 

in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called 

the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.   

 

    The Archangel Michael serves as field marshal in God’s army of angels. 

Michael led the charge against Satan and his legion of demons.  Michael and 

the angels won that war.  Satan and his demons lost. But even though that war 

has already been won, there are still spiritual battles.  It’s like the battle of New 

Orleans being fought after the War of 1812 already ended. Likewise, the 

spiritual battle between good and evil still rages in and around us to this very 

day.  It is a real battle.  There is real fighting.  So, there is a real danger for you 

and your salvation.  But, yet we join this spiritual battle with confidence.  We 

fight with faith, hope, and courage. That’s because God’s Word tells us, THE 

WAR IS WON, YET THE BATTLES STILL RAGE. 
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   The Book of Revelation is filled with picture language.  And we use this kind 

of language all the time.  For example, you might hear a reporter say, “Today, 

the White House said….” Well, you know the building at 1600 Pennsylvania 

Avenue does not actually talk.  No, when a journalist says, “The White House,” 

he means the President and his staff.  That’s picture language. 

 

   So, it is with the Book of Revelation.  It starts by describing a woman 

clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve 

stars on her head.  This is the Church, all believers from the time of Adam 

and Eve until Jesus returns on Judgment Day. Our text describes this woman.  

She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an 

iron scepter. The woman’s, that is, the Church’s son is Jesus.  Yes, the Virgin 

Mary gave birth to Jesus.  But the whole Church gave birth to Jesus in that 

Jesus Christ is a true human. He descended from men like King David.  He is 

of the same human flesh and blood as every human Christian. 

 

   But Satan, the great red dragon, is an enemy of Christ and an enemy of the 

Church.  So, Revelation says, The dragon stood in front of the woman who 

was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it 

was born. Satan tried to prevent the birth of Jesus in many ways.  For example, 

Satan worked through King Herod. Herod killed all the babies born in 

Bethlehem because Herod wanted to kill Jesus. 

 

   But Satan did more than try to kill Jesus. Satan also attacks the Church.  

Revelation says, [The dragon] pursued the woman who had given birth to 

the male child. Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, 

to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent.  In his fury 

Satan tries to sweep Christians away from the God like a flood-swollen, raging 

river sweeps away cars, homes, and people. 

 

   So, our battle against Satan is real. The fighting is real. The danger is real. It 

is all real because our sins are real. That’s Satan’s weapon—our guilt because 

of our sins—that is the weapon Satan uses to try to kill us.  That’s why our text 

says that Satan is…the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before 

our God day and night.     
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   So, Satan attacks your faith with accusations of guilt before God himself.  

Satan says, “God, how can you possibly want to show mercy to these filthy 

sinners?  They’re supposed to worship you.  Instead, they worship themselves.  

They worship their money and their possessions.  They put their personal 

comfort ahead of you.  They don’t reverently proclaim your name like they 

should. Instead, they abuse your name.  They try to cover up their sins with 

lies. They stab each other in the back, gossip about each other, and mock and 

ridicule each other.  They love to argue rather than seek peace.  They are never 

satisfied with all the good things you give them.” 

 

  Now, Satan’s accusations are all true.  And so Satan tries to use your guilt to 

drive the wedge of despair between you and God.  With his accusations Satan 

tries to get you to think, “Satan is right. I am guilty of too many sins.  There is 

no way God could forgive me.  There is no way I can be saved.  So, I should 

not even think that heaven is for me.  I should not even bother with faith.” 

 

    You know, you would have to think that way if Satan were telling you the 

whole truth about our sin and guilt.  But you don’t have to despair because you 

know the whole truth.  You are not like General Packenham and General 

Jackson who did not know that the War of 1812 was over. You know that 

Michael and all the angels defeated Satan and all his demons.   

 

  So how did Michael defeat Satan?  The same way we do—with the whole 

truth about sin and guilt, God’s grace and his forgiveness. Our text says, Now 

have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and 

the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, …has been 

hurled down. They overcame [Satan, the accuser] by the blood of the 

Lamb and by the word of their testimony 

  

    Christians overcome—YOU overcome Satan and his accusations by the 

blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony. Jesus Christ is the 

weapon that always defeats Satan.  Jesus took on human flesh.  Jesus lived a 

perfect life.  Jesus died to pay for the sins of the world.  Jesus rose victorious 

from the grave.  Jesus ascended into heaven.  Jesus sits at the right hand of his 

Father in heavenly power and glory.  And Jesus causes his Gospel news of 

forgiveness, life, salvation to be proclaimed throughout the world.  
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   Jesus Christ and his blood and his Word—that’s the weapon Michael used to 

win the war against Satan.  Jesus Christ and his blood and his Word—that’s the 

same weapon God gives every Christian to fight against Satan.  The only 

difference between Michael’s battle and our battle against Satan is this.  

Michael already defeated Satan. We are still in the process of defeating Satan.   

 

   So, we still have to fight. Our text says, the dragon was enraged at the 

woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring - those 

who obey God's commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus. Yes, 

the War is won, but the battles still rage.  That’s because Satan still prowls 

around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 

 

   But don’t give into fear and despair. Resist Satan. Fight Satan. Use the good 

news of Christ to strengthen your faith. Believe in Christ’s proclamation that he 

has washed you clean in his holy precious blood.  But also remember that you 

are not fighting alone.  Michael and his victorious angels are fighting alongside 

of you in your daily battles against Satan.  Psalm 91 tells us, [God] will 

command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; they 

will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a 

stone.   

 

    So, yes, the battles of spiritual warfare still rage all around you.  But 

remember, the war against Satan has already been won.  Michael and his 

victorious angels are proof that Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords.  

Jesus Christ is your victorious God and Savior.  Jesus Christ will bring you to 

heaven to rejoice with all the saints and angels forever and ever.  All praise, 

glory, honor and thanks be to Christ and to Christ alone. AMEN. 
 


