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1THE REAL SAVIOR ASCENDS TO THE REAL HEAVEN. 

 

ASCENSION – May 10/13, 2018 

 

Luke 24:44-53. He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still 

with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 

Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."   Then he opened their minds so they 

could understand the Scriptures. He told them, "This is what is written: The 

Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and 

forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my 

Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with 

power from on high."  When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, 

he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left 

them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising 

God. 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

   In 1516 English scholar, Thomas More, wrote a book about a perfect society 

of equality and justice.  Of course, this place really did not exist.   Thomas 

More was describing the desire to have heaven on earth.  But whenever 

humans try to make heaven on earth, it turns out bad.   In a desire to build a 

perfect society people follow charismatic, but dangerous, leaders.  Then they 

try to build a society out in the desert or jungle, far away from the “real 

world.”   

 

   History teaches us what happens with these people.  They don’t create 

heaven on earth.  They bring pain and suffering.  For example, in 1978 nine 

hundred followers of Jim Jones committed mass suicide in Guyana.  In 1993 

the followers of David Koresh perished in flames in Waco, Texas.   

 

   So, no, humans cannot create heaven on earth.  Thomas More understood 

this.  That’s why invented the name “Utopia,” for his book. That word is 
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based on the two Greek words, “ou” and “topos.”   It literally means, “not a 

place.”  In other words, there is no such place as heaven on earth. 

 

   But it’s OK that we can’t make heaven on earth.  That’s OK because there is 

such a place as heaven.  And heaven is ….well, heaven is in heaven.  That’s 

what Christ’s ascension proclaims to us.  Forty days after Jesus rose from the 

dead, he went up to heaven.  So, as we celebrate Christ’s ascension we listen 

to the comforting message of God’s Word.  THE REAL SAVIOR 

ASCENDS TO THE REAL HEAVEN. 

 

       This is, indeed, comforting news.  That’s because where Christ goes, you 

have to follow.  You have to follow where Christ leads because your life is 

connected to Christ.  At your baptism God tied your life together with Christ.  

Saint Paul says in Romans, all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death...If we have been united with him like this in 

his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 

 

     Paul says that baptism so strongly connects to Christ that we must 

experience everything Christ went through.  This is the pattern for every 

Christian.  We are born again with Christ in baptism.  We live under the cross 

of Christ here on earth.  We die like Christ died—crying out, “Father, into 

your hands I commit my spirit.”  Then, after a short time in the grave, we 

will rise from the dead just like Christ rose from the grave.  Then, just like 

Christ ascended into heaven, so, too, we will ascend into heaven. 

 

    So, yes, heaven is the destination for every believer in Christ.  And heaven 

is a real place of real joy and true happiness.  But heaven is this way because 

that’s where Jesus is.  So not only does the real Savior ascend to the real place 

called heaven.  Our real Savior also makes heaven real—a real place far better 

than any human-manufactured society here on earth.   

 

    So, heaven will indeed be heavenly because there, in heaven, we will have a 

perfect relationship with Christ.  In heaven our relationship with Christ will 

not be hindered by annoying sins, by a stumbling faith, or by any worldly 

distractions.  Instead, heaven will be perfect because in heaven we will have 

perfect union with Christ.  That’s why the Psalmist says, Whom have I in 

heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. That’s a 
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beautiful confession of how we want to be in heaven so we can be with Jesus 

forever.   

 

     But you don’t always feel that way, do you?  Yes, I know you want to go 

to heaven.  But far too often the cares and concerns of this world distract you 

from heaven.  Far too often worldly matters interfere with your desire to be in 

heaven.   

 

    Yes, that sinful nature says, “Sure, heaven sounds great but earth is pretty 

nice, too.   You know the old song, “In Heaven There Is No Beer! Well, there 

are other things that heaven doesn’t have.  Heaven doesn’t have Powerball, 

Mega-Millions, casinos, or Vegas, baby!  Heaven doesn’t have TV, video 

games, or the Internet.  Heaven doesn’t have ESPN, the Brewers or Packers. 

Heaven doesn’t have fast cars, amusement parks, and shopping malls.” 

 

    Yes, those worldly distractions make you struggle.  They make you say, 

“Well, I guess I want to go to heaven…. but, I can wait.  First, I want to do all 

the things that earth has to offer.  I want to have a full life.   Then, when I’m 

done here on earth, then I’ll give up all that fun stuff and go to heaven.” 

 

   Yes, our sinful nature thinks heaven is a no-fun zone. In the weakness of our 

faith, we picture heaven like a pleasant but boring afternoon visiting your 

great-aunt. But heaven is far from being a celestial nursing home. Heaven is 

not a place to go once you have used up all your energy indulging in all the 

fun earth has to offer.   

 

   Heaven is a real place of real joy—the highest and greatest joy.  Heaven has 

greater joy than any experience we could ever possibly have on earth.  Let’s 

say it was possible to have a bad day in heaven.  It’s impossible, but for the 

sake of argument, let’s say you could have a bad day in heaven.  Well, that 

bad day in heaven would be a million times better than your best day on earth.   

 

   And why can I make such spectacular claims about heaven?  Well, here’s 

why… When [Jesus] had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted 

up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them 

and was taken up into heaven. 
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   Heaven is better than anything on earth because Jesus went to heaven. Jesus 

is the reason why heaven is better than anything on earth.  Jesus is the perfect 

Son of God.  Jesus is the Lamb of God who sacrificed his life to forgive your 

sins.  Jesus is your mighty hero who defeated death and Satan.   

 

      The Bible also says that Jesus is your heavenly husband.  You and I—we 

are his bride.  By faith we long for our permanent marriage in heaven with 

Christ.  We long for this more than an earthly bride longs for her wedding 

day.  So, our faith aches to be with Christ. When we are with Christ in heaven, 

our joy will be complete, our hopes will be complete, our whole existence will 

be complete. 

 

   That’s why Saint John describes heaven this way in the book of Revelation.   

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is 

with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from 

their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, 

for the old order of things has passed away." 

 

  This is not “utopia.”  This is not “not a place.”  This is THE place.  This is 

the REAL place.  This is the real heaven.   This is our real home.  And heaven 

is our real home because heaven is where we will be with our real Savior 

forever and ever.  AMEN. 
 


