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THE LORD WHO NEEDS NOTHING NEEDS OUR PRAISE 
 

Palm Sunday – April 11/14, 2019 
 

Luke 19:28-40. After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to 

Jerusalem. As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the 

Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them,"Go to the village 

ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one 

has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 'Why are you 

untying it?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it.' "  Those who were sent ahead went and 

found it just as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked 

them, "Why are you untying the colt?"  They replied, "The Lord needs it." They 

brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. As he went 

along, people spread their cloaks on the road. When he came near the place 

where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples 

began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and 

glory in the highest!" Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, 

"Teacher, rebuke your disciples!"  "I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, 

the stones will cry out." 
 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

• You can save money by spending it.  

• What a pity that youth must be wasted on the young. 

• The only thing I know is that I know nothing.  

• Deep down, you're really shallow.  

• Everything I say is a lie.  

• I can resist anything but temptation. 

 

    All those statements are examples of paradox.   A paradox is a statement that 

seems absurd or self-contradictory. However, when you ponder the paradox, you 

discover a significant truth.      

 

     Christianity is a faith of paradox. For example, God is three in one. At first 

glance, the teaching on the Triune God seems ridiculous.  How can one God be 
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three distinct persons and three distinct persons be one God?  But when you 

ponder how God reveals his identity in the Bible, you draw one conclusion. God 

is so far above logic, grammar, and math, the normal rules do not apply to him.  

So, the paradox of the Trinity—that one Divine Being is three distinct persons—

shows that God is above all things in the universe.    

 

   On Palm Sunday we see a few more paradoxes of our faith.  We see Jesus, the 

one true God, in human flesh.  That’s a paradox.  God is man.  We see Jesus, the 

almighty, glorious Lord ride a lowly, humble donkey.  That’s a paradox.  The 

Lord of glory comes in humility.    

 

  Our text shows another paradox. Our text says, As [Jesus] approached … the 

Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying, "Go to the village 

ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no 

one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 'Why are 

you untying it?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it.' "  

 

    “The Lord needs it.” Do you see the paradox? The Lord does not need 

anything.  He is almighty God.  He is perfectly complete all by himself.  But yet, 

to enter Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the Lord Jesus needed a colt.  He did not 

have his own colt.  So, there’s the paradox. The earth is the Lord’s and 

everything in it. But the Lord who owns all things needed to borrow someone 

else’s colt. 

 

   So, why did the Lord need to borrow something that he did not have? Saint 

Paul answers that question – actually Saint Paul addresses many paradoxes 

about Jesus – in our Epistle Lesson.  He writes, Christ Jesus:  Who, being in 

very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness.   

 

     God becomes man. More than that—the almighty, most high, most glorious, 

most splendid God, becomes the lowliest of the lowly, the humblest of the 

humble, and the servant of servants.   And we see that paradox in more than just 

Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey.  No, we see more paradoxes as Palm 

Sunday and Holy Week unfold. 
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    And all these paradoxes of Christ’s suffering and death, have one meaning.  

All these contradictions and reversals happened for one purpose. Christ came to 

save you.  So, it was to rescue you from eternal condemnation that Jesus, instead 

of presiding over a court of justice, was falsely convicted by a miscarriage of 

justice. It was for you that Jesus exchanged a royal scepter for the sticks the 

Roman soldiers used to beat him. It was for your salvation that Jesus exchanged 

a crown of gold for a crown of thorns.  It was to secure your eternal life in glory, 

that the Lord Jesus left his heavenly throne on high and, in exchange, was lifted 

high on the cross. It was for your life that the Lord of life surrendered his life to 

a brutal death on the shameful cross. 

 

  It was for you.  It was all for you that Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory did not 

consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself 

nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 

obedient to death-- even death on a cross!   

 

 All for you.  All to show how much God loves you. All so you could be 

forgiven. All to give you peace with your heavenly Father.  All to give you 

every assurance that God desires only the best and the highest good for you.  All 

to convince you that you are saved.  All to guarantee your place at the eternal 

banquet—the everlasting feast of glory in heaven.  

 

    And all of this is so you could do what God created humanity to do in the first 

place.  All so that you could praise him, glorify him, honor him, and proclaim 

his greatness.  Jesus did all this humbling of himself and saving of your soul so 

you, with mouths wide open and with throats at full throttle, could join that 

crowd outside Jerusalem.  With palms waving and garments paving, they said, 

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven 

and glory in the highest!" 

  

   And here we have another paradox:  sinners praising God.  Our text shows us 

why it is an impossible but true event that any sinner could praise Jesus.  Our 

text says, Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, 

rebuke your disciples!" "I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the 

stones will cry out." 
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     Jesus deserves so much praise and so much worship, that nature itself 

glorifies him.  And really, it would be easier for lifeless stones to praise Jesus 

than for spiritually lifeless sinners to praise Jesus. It does not matter whether 

those spiritually stone-cold sinners are the Jews or you or me.  The paradox is 

that sinners who are by nature spiritually dead and cannot praise God at all—the 

paradox is that those sinners actually do praise God.  

 

      And we do praise him.  And it’s not that Jesus needs our praise.  After all, if 

we don’t praise him the rocks, the trees, the rivers, and the sky will shout his 

glory.  So how can we say, THE LORD WHO NEEDS NOTHING NEEDS 

OUR PRAISE?  Well the meaning to that paradox is simple. Jesus does not 

really need our praise. We really need to praise Jesus.   

 

     And by God’s grace and power, we do praise Jesus.  Praise flows out of us 

like water flows out of a spring.  When water flows out of a spring, it proves that 

there is water inside the ground, hidden in the rocks.  

• Likewise, our praise demonstrates that there is spiritual life in us.  

• Our praise is proof that our stone-cold lifeless hearts have been changed 

and made alive by the presence of Christ.   

• Praise flowing out of our mouths is proof that the Holy Spirit has re-

created our hearts with the good news of Jesus in Word and sacrament.  

• Praise pouring out of our lips demonstrates that God has given us a living 

faith to trust in Christ.   

• Praise gushing out of you and me is a sign that we understand how 

wonderful Christ is—how Christ deserves so much glory because of his 

sacrifice to save us.   

• Praise from you and me—praise from sinners proves that God has made us 

saints—forgiven, purified, saints saved by faith in Christ. 

 

   So, even though Jesus does not need our praise, he needs our praise.  He 

“needs” our praise for our benefit, not his. So, with humble, with grateful, and 

with believing hearts, praise him.  Glorify him.  Worship Jesus Christ.  He is 

your humble king and your glorious servant. “Blessed is the king who comes in 

the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" AMEN.  


