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SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME.     Advent 1  - Nov 29/Dec 2, 2018 

 

Jeremiah 33:14-16   

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13   

Luke 21:25-36 

Due to the length of these three readings, please consult the text in your 

Bible. 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

 As some of you know, everyone in my family has their birthday in the three 

weeks before Christmas. So, sometimes one of us will say, “I really want this 

big gift.  So, can you get me this and make it a combination birthday-

Christmas gift?” We figure that if we combine gifts, we will get an even better 

gift than if we just got separate birthday and Christmas gifts. 

 

  Today, we are not combining birthday gifts and Christmas gifts to get one 

big gift.  Today, we are combing our three readings to see how Jesus is truly 

the biggest, best, and most precious gift God ever gave to the world. So, we 

say again what we just sang, SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME.  

 

    Our first lesson shows us how Jesus came in the past.  Through the prophet 

Jeremiah the Lord says to his people, the Jews: "'The days are coming… 

when I will fulfill the gracious promise I made to…Israel and to…Judah.   

'In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout 

from David's line; he will do what is just and right in the land.  In those 

days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the 

name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.' 

 

   Jeremiah spoke these words to a beaten and discouraged nation.  It was 

around the year 600 BC.  Judah was a pawn in an international power struggle 

between Egypt and Babylon.  Judah was teetering on the brink of annihilation. 

But through Jeremiah, the Lord reminds his people that he had made them a 

promise hundreds of years earlier.  God had promised to give his people safety 

and security through a righteous descendant of David. 
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  Of course, from the rest of the Bible. we know that righteous sprout from 

David’s line was not some political king or military leader.  It was Jesus.  

And the justice, peace, and security that Jesus brought to the Jews was not 

political independence from empires like Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Greece, or 

Rome.  No, the real safety and security that Jesus brought was freedom from 

sin and liberation from death. 

 

  That is also how Jesus came to you in your past.  Spiritually speaking, you 

and I were like the kingdom of Judah squeezed between blood-thirsty Babylon 

and power-hungry Egypt.  You and I were beaten by Satan and discouraged 

by the sabotage of our sinful nature.  

 

       But God kept his promise.  God sent Jesus.  But Jesus did not come to 

make you financially independent.  Jesus did not come to make you more 

influential and more popular than everyone around you.  No, Jesus came to 

give you better gifts.  Jesus came to give you the righteousness of his 

kingdom.  In other words, Jesus came to give you his righteousness through 

the Holy Spirit’s gift of faith. That’s what Jesus already has already given 

you.  You have faith.  You have his righteousness.  Therefore, you have the 

ultimate peace and safety.  

 

   In that safety and security of Jesus and his righteousness, you can say, “I do 

not fear the guilt of my sins any more than I fear an ancient Babylonian army.  

I will not suffer the punishment of my sins any more than I will have an 

ancient Pharaoh of Egypt send me to slave labor building the pyramids.  No, 

Babylon and the Egypt of the pharaohs are dead and gone.  So also, my sins 

are dead and gone in the blood of Christ. Jesus came and crushed sin and 

death and hell. Now, by faith, I belong to Christ’s righteous kingdom.” 

 

    So, we rejoice in confidence and security.  But we do not want to slip into 

complacency and spiritual laziness.  That is why we always pray, SAVIOR 

OF THE NATIONS COME… As you came then, so come now.  Yes, in the 

past Jesus came to give us his righteousness to save us from sin and hell.  But 

now we want Jesus to empower us to live up to the holiness that he has 

already given us. That’s what Saint Paul prayed for when he wrote to the 

Thessalonians.  Paul wrote, Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
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may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.…  May the 

Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other. 

 

   Paul knew the Thessalonians already had saving faith in Jesus Christ.  So do 

you and I.  But Paul wanted them to grow in their faith and to demonstrate 

their faith with increasing love for each other and progress in holy living.  

That increase of faith and holiness comes from the same place that forgiveness 

and salvation come from.  It all comes from Jesus. 

 

   So, we pray, “Jesus, Savior of the Nations, come.  Crush my selfish ego and 

my sinful pride.  Give me your heart for others.  Open my eyes to see how 

many opportunities I have to help the needy, encourage the lonely, and 

comfort those who are mourning.   

 

      “And, Lord, as Paul prayed for the Thessalonians to love each other, so let 

my love for others start with those right next to me.  Help me show love, 

friendship, and encouragement to the members of my congregation.  Yes, 

Lord, I need your forgiveness for all the times I come to church and just sit in 

my little cocoon. And, yes, Lord, I need your blessing to get me out of my 

comfort zone.  Give me love and concern for my fellow members here at St 

John’s. Move me to extend a friendly hand to someone I don’t know.  

Motivate me to be so concerned about my brothers and sisters in faith that I 

actually ask them about their interests, their fears, their hopes, and their 

concerns.  And, Lord, also give me the power to stop making excuses and get 

more involved with my church.  Let me get involved not only to help the 

church, but also to build the bond of love and fellowship between me and my 

fellow church members.” 

 

   That’s what we want to ask Jesus to give us.  We want for our church and all 

its members what Saint Paul wanted for the Thessalonian Christians.  May 

the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for 

everyone else…May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be 

blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord 

Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 

 

   And that brings us to our third reading and the third reason we pray, 

SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME.  We want Jesus to come again as he 
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did in the past.  We want Jesus to come again so that Judgment will not be a 

day of terror and fear, but instead a day of our final deliverance from all sin, 

death, and sorrow.  We ask this of Jesus with confidence because that’s what 

he promises in our Gospel lesson.  Concerning Judgment Day Jesus says, 

"There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will 

be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men 

will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for 

the heavenly bodies will be shaken.  At that time they will see the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  When these things 

begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your 

redemption is drawing near."   

 

    When Jesus came in the past, he came with his righteousness to make us 

holy and blameless before God through faith in him.  When Jesus comes to us 

today, he strengthens our faith so that we increase in love and good works.  

With his forgiveness, with his love, and with his strength—that is how we 

want Jesus to come back to us on Judgment Day.  That is exactly how Jesus 

will return on Judgment Day.  He will come as our loving Savior.  Jesus will 

come back to this earth with the redemption that he earned for us by his 

innocent suffering and death on the cross.  Jesus Christ, the only Savior for all 

the nations of the world—Jesus will come again to rescue us from all the pain 

and sorrow of this sinful world.  Jesus will come again to bring us safely home 

to heaven. 

 

      As then, so now, and again…SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME.  

Yes, Lord, come.  Come quickly. AMEN. 
 
 


