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SAFE AT HOME.             WELCOME HOME SUNDAY – October 20, 2019 

 

1 Peter 5:8–11 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing 

firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are 

undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called 

you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will 

himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the 

power for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

   Religion is in decline in America.  Twenty-six percent of Americans have no 

religious attachment at all.  Less than fifty percent of Americans attend church 

with any kind of regularity.  Likewise, our Wisconsin Synod is losing members, 

down about fourteen percent in the last twenty years.  Nine out of ten WELS 

churches are losing members.  They are also having fewer people show up for 

church. Saint John’s is no different. Our average weekend worship attendance is 

fifteen percent lower than this same time last year. 

 

   So, why is this happening?  Whether it’s Saint John’s, the Wisconsin Synod, 

or American Christianity in general, why are fewer people worshiping the one 

True God?  Some reasons are obvious.  Materialism, greed, immorality, 

isolation caused by social media, and a growing distrust of institutions.  Throw 

in a number of high-profile scandals and more and more Americans are saying, 

“thanks, but no thanks,” to the Church. 

 

    But there is also another reason why churches are in statistical decline.  This 

reason probably has the greatest impact.  The reason churches are losing 

members?  The family is disintegrating. More babies are born to unmarried 

mothers than to married moms. Couples living together without being married 

has become the standard, not the exception.  Even if a husband and wife are 

married, they wait longer to have children and they have fewer children, or no 

children at all. Families pick up and move so frequently they do not establish 

roots in a community. Add to this mix, erratic work schedules, an overload of 
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activities for children, and an almost universal addiction to screen time, and 

families barely see each other. 

  

   This disintegration of the family is causing the statistical decline of the church.  

Now, certainly, there can be, and there are, faithful church members who are 

single.  But ask yourself, “Would I go to church if I did not have a family 

member encouraging me to attend worship?  Would I go to church all by myself 

if I did not have another family member to go to church with me?”  Statistically 

speaking, you would not go to church unless some relative went with you.  So, 

the shrinking and the disintegration of the family unit has a large impact on the 

decline of church membership and church attendance. 

    

    So, what should we do about it?  Should we just throw in the towel?  Should 

we just say, “Well, the church had a nice run, but it’s coming to an end?”  No.  

Not at all.  Jesus promised that the gates of hell will not prevail over his 

Church.  Jesus Christ conquered sin, death, and Satan. Jesus rose from the dead 

and he lives forever and ever.  So do we.  So does his Church. The Church lives 

forever because the Church is his body, his body that rose from the grave and 

lives forever.  We are members of the Body of Christ.  Saint Paul says in Christ 

we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the 

others.  So, we are all united to each other by faith in Jesus Christ. Our lesson 

from Hebrews tells us, Both the one who makes people holy and those who 

are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them 

brothers and sisters. 

 

    We are brothers and sisters with Jesus and with each other.  By faith in Jesus 

we are family.  We are family and this church is our home.  And this home gives 

us everything a good home should.  We eat meals together.  We share the Lord’s 

Supper to bring us closer to Christ and closer to each other.  God’s Word is 

spiritual milk for the young in the faith.  God’s Word also provides meaty, 

satisfying meals for the mature Christian. We sing together. We care for each 

other by praying for each other and encouraging one another.    

 

    But there is also something else our church home provides.  It is something 

that we all need. We all need safety.  Our text explains why we need a safe 

home.  It says, Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 
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  Satan is a home-wrecker.  He ruined God’s perfect home of Eden with his lies, 

half-truths, and empty promises. Satan still wants to destroy every church home.  

Satan wants to destroy the church home of Saint John’s. 

 

    Satan destroyed Eden in the form of a snake.  Today he is a roaring lion. 

Perhaps you have seen those nature documentaries.  They show a large herd of 

wildebeests peacefully lazing at a pond on the African Serengeti. Then the lion 

sneaks up, hiding in the grass.  Suddenly, the lion sprints toward the herd.  Then 

all the wildebeests start running away.  They all try to stick together because 

there is safety in numbers.  But there are always a few straggling wildebeests. 

They are usually weak, old, or young.  So, they can’t keep up with the rest of the 

herd.  And it is those wildebeests on the edge of the herd—it is those weak 

stragglers that the lion attacks and kills. 

 

   That’s how Satan attacks the church. He finds the stragglers.  He looks for 

those Christians weakened by a spiritual struggle.  He is on the prowl for church 

members who have grown apathetic toward church and their faith. He targets 

those church members on the edge of the congregation. Then he pounces on 

those stragglers.  He clenches their souls in his jaws and he squeezes the 

spiritual life out of them. 

 

    But Satan does not have to succeed.  Saint Peter tells us, Be self-controlled 

and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 

for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you 

know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same 

kind of sufferings. 

 

  How do you defeat Satan?  You resist him.  You never let your guard down.  

You stand strong in your faith.  And you keep your faith strong by coming to 

church, hearing the Word of God, and receiving the Lord’s Supper.  You also 

keep your faith growing stronger by treasuring your brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  You know that you are not alone in your struggle against sin and Satan.  

You know you can go to your fellow church members and open up your heart to 

them.  You can learn from their spiritual victories and their spiritual defeats.  

You can benefit from their advice.  You can receive blessings when you pray 



 4 

together with them. And you and all your brothers and sisters in Christ can run 

home to the safety of the Church. 

 

    And why is the Church so safe?  Saint Peter tells us why.  The God of all 

grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered 

a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and 

steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. 

 

   God makes his Church the safest place on earth. Yes, God allows every 

Christian to suffer. Satan will attack and harass you until the day you die.  But 

God called you to be his own. God has made you his Church—he has made you 

pure and holy because he covered you in the precious blood of Christ.  God has 

taken away all your sins.  He has forgiven your sins of laziness and apathy when 

it comes to worshiping him.  He has forgiven your sins of indifference toward 

straying and straggling members of the church.  He has forgiven all the times 

you have failed to pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ.  He has forgiven 

all the flimsy excuses, all the wrong reasons you use for failing to study his 

Word, failing to worship him, and failing to treasure the bond of faith you share 

with your brothers and sisters in Christ. Yes, Christ poured out his blood to 

forgive all your sins—all of them. 

 

   That’s what makes the Church strong—the forgiveness and grace of God.  

That’s what makes the family of believers unified—the forgiveness and grace of 

God in Jesus Christ.  That’s what keeps Satan at bay and allows love and 

fellowship to grow in the Church—the forgiveness of all sins and the endless 

grace of God because of Jesus Christ, The Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world.  So, trust in Christ, your only Savior.  Worship Christ 

faithfully and cheerfully here in your church home.  Find in Christ your true 

spiritual safety.  Then you can always be safe…SAFE AT HOME.  Safe in the 

family of the church. May God always keep the family of Saint John’s in his 

care. AMEN. 
 

 

 

  
 


