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JESUS DELIGHTS IN WHAT HE CREATES.   
 

Pentecost 23 – Oct 25/28, 2018 
 

Mark 10:46–52 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together 

with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the 

Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it 

was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me!”  Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, 

“Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”  So 

they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 

Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. “What do 

you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I 

want to see.”  “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he 

received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

    In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth—Genesis 

chapter one, verse one. Genesis, chapter one, also describes how God made 

light, the skies and seas, dry land and vegetation, the sun, moon, and stars, 

flying creatures, swimming creatures, and all the animals.  But God saved the 

best for last. God created man in his own image.  God made humans to be the 

crown of his creation—a perfect spiritual being in his own image. Then God 

was finished with all his creating. Genesis, chapter one, ends with this verse:  

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. God was very happy. 

God gave himself an ‘A+’ for all the creation he had made.  God has the right 

to do that because God is perfect.  Whatever God makes is perfect.   

 

   But we do not live in a perfect world.  We know why.  Sin entered the world.  

Every human is born with sin.  Every human sins.  Every human suffers 

because of sin.  We suffer because of our own sins. We suffer because of the 

sins of others. Sometimes we suffer because sin is a random evil. Sin can strike 

anyone anywhere at any time for no reason at all. 
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   In our Gospel lesson we see an example of someone who suffered from the 

random damage of sin.  We see a man named Bartimaeus.  He was blind. God 

did not create blindness. Blindness and every other disease come because of 

sin. In the book of Romans, Saint Paul says that because of sin, creation was 

subjected to frustration [and] the whole creation has been groaning as in 

the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 

  

  But God still loved his creation, even though it was ruined by sin.  So, God 

sent his Son to rescue us and all creation from sin and its damage.  We see how 

Jesus did that in our Gospel lesson.  Jesus reversed the damage of sin for 

Bartimaeus. Jesus gave the word. Bartimaeus received his sight. 

 

       Now, being healed of blindness was a great blessing.  But that miracle was 

not the greatest blessing Bartimaeus received from Jesus.  What was that 

greater blessing?  It was faith. Our text says, [Jesus asked Bartimaeus], 

“What do you want me to do for you?” …The blind man said, “Rabbi, I 

want to see.”  “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately 

he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 

 

     Jesus told Bartimaeus, “Your faith has healed you.”  That makes it sounds 

like Bartimaeus could take credit for his own healing.  After all, Jesus did not 

say, “I healed you.”  No, Jesus said, “Your faith has healed you.” 

 

    But faith is not something that we can take credit for.  Bartimaeus could not 

take credit for it.  You and I cannot take credit for it.  No believer can take 

credit for their faith.  Saint Paul tells us in Ephesians, because of his great love 

for us, God…made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions…by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 

(That is, this faith) [is] not from yourselves, it [that is, salvation by faith] is 

the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. 

 

    So, we can’t boast about our faith.  We did not create our faith.  God created 

our faith.  God created every bit of our faith just as God created every bit of our 

world.  The world did not help God when God created it. So it is with faith.  

God did not need help from you when he created your faith.  God created and 

God empowers your faith.  He does it all by himself. 
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    But there’s another similarity between God’s creation of the world and 

God’s creation of faith.  God created the world perfectly, yet it is now ruined 

by sin. Yet, God still loves his imperfect creation.  

 

   God also created perfect faith in us. However, sin dulls our faith. Sin hampers 

our faith.  Sin even tries to kill our faith.  But yet, even though our faith is 

imperfect, God still loves his creation of faith in us.  We see a prime example 

of that in our text.  Jesus praises Bartimaeus for his faith.  Jesus points out the 

power of faith.  That’s why we rejoice today.  We rejoice in God’s gift of faith.  

But we are not alone in our rejoicing.  Our text shows us, JESUS DELIGHTS 

IN WHAT HE CREATES. 

 

   And certainly, Jesus delighted in Bartimaeus’ faith.  That’s because 

Bartimaeus’ faith is shining example of how God’s gift of faith works in the 

heart and life of every believer. 

 

   Our text shows us what faith does. It says, a blind man…was sitting by the 

roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth [passing 

by], he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  

Bartimaeus called Jesus, the Son of David.  Bartimaeus had heard about Jesus.  

Bartimaeus knew that Jesus was a teacher and a miracle worker. But by faith he 

knew that Jesus was more.  By faith he knew that Jesus was, most of all, the 

Son of David.  Jesus was God’s promised Messiah. 

 

   So, with faith even a blind man can see Jesus. Faith sees Jesus for who he 

really is.  So, your faith says, “Jesus is the Son of David, God’s promised 

Messiah and my one and only Savior.  Jesus is God’s solution to sin, death, and 

the devil.  Jesus is true God with his Father.  Jesus is also true man, my brother.  

Jesus loved me so much that he sacrificed his pure life for me.  His blood pays 

the penalty for all my sins.  His resurrection means I will rise from the dead.”  

That’s what faith does.  It recognizes Jesus for who he is.  And Jesus is 

delighted when your faith does that. 

 

   Jesus also delights when your faith imitates Bartimaeus in another way.  

First, Bartimaeus shouted, Jesus, Son of David.  Then he continues to shout, 

have mercy on me!  By faith Bartimaeus called on Jesus for mercy. 
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   Your faith does the same thing.  Your faith cries out, “Lord, have mercy on 

me, a sinner.  Lord, I know I do not deserve any good thing from you. But, 

Lord, have pity on me. Undo the curse of sin in my life.  Ease my guilty 

conscience with your forgiveness.  Cheer my saddened heart with your promise 

to love me always.  Give power to my frail and feeble struggle against this 

sinful world.  Give me your power through your Word and sacrament. And, 

Lord, in your mercy, keep my body healthy.  Bless my family.  Guard and 

protect my loved ones.  Cause your church on earth to grow and prosper.  Give 

all your people peace, humility, love, courage, and—yes, Lord—give us all a 

stronger faith.” When your faith looks to Jesus as the source of all blessing, 

then Jesus delights in the faith he has created in you.  

 

   Jesus also delights in your faith when it imitates the faith of Bartimaeus in 

another way.  Our text says, Many rebuked [Bartimaeus] and told him to be 

quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  

Bartimaeus had a persistent faith.  His faith did not back down. 

 

   That’s also what your faith does.  Your faith stands up to the put-downs of 

this world.  Your faith stands up to the lies of Satan.  Your faith stands tall even 

when your sinful nature sows its destructive doubts.  In the face of adversity 

your faith rises to the occasion.  Your faith shouts all the more, “Jesus, have 

mercy on me.  Jesus, keep your promises to me.  Keep your promises and hear 

my prayer.  Keep your promise and drive the devil away.  Do not let me fall 

into Satan’s temptations.  Instead, let my faith keep its eyes fixed on you, the 

author and perfecter of my salvation.  Give power to my faith to trust in you 

alone for help, for healing, and for salvation.” 

 

     That’s what faith does.  It looks to Christ and to Christ alone.  This Christ-

focused faith heals spiritual blindness.  This faith soothes a guilty conscience.  

This faith calms a troubled heart.  This faith cheers a broken spirit.  This faith 

even cures the curse of sin and delivers from death and hell.  Faith does all that 

because Christ created your faith to cling to him and to him alone.  In this 

faith—this faith that Christ has given to you—in this living and active faith—in 

this faith—in your faith Christ finds great delight. AMEN. 


