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PREPARE THE WAY FOR THE LORD.   Advent 2 – December 6/9, 2018 

 

Luke 3:1-6.  In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar--when 

Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother 

Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene-- 

during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 

John son of Zechariah in the desert.   He went into all the country around the 

Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  As is 

written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:  "A voice of one calling 

in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  

Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low.  The 

crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth.  And all 

mankind will see God's salvation.'"    

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

     Advent is a season to prepare.  John the Baptist prepares us for the coming 

of Jesus with a clear message.  Repent.   John quotes Isaiah to describe 

repentance:  'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 

Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The 

crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. 

 

    Isaiah just described road construction.  And we all know about that.  All 

this recent road construction means delays and detours. Construction vehicles 

block the few lanes you can still drive in.  Road construction is a hassle. But 

there is also a positive side to road construction.  When it is finished, the road 

is smooth, sometimes wider, and traffic flows better.    

 

   Road construction is like repentance.  God’s law rips us up like a machine 

pulverizes an old, pot-hole covered highway.  So, repentance is painful.  It 

shames us. It exposes our wicked heart. It lays our sins bare before God. 

 

    But there is a positive side to repentance.  When the Lord is finished, he has 

prepared a straight, smooth highway between himself and sinners.  It’s a 

highway that Christ uses to enter our heart, soul and mind.  And when Christ 
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arrives he brings his love, peace and forgiveness.  So, we listen to John.  We 

do what John tells us:  PREPARE THE WAY FOR THE LORD.   

 

       Now again, John the Baptist says, Repent.  Repentance means to change 

your heart, attitudes, and actions.  Repentance is a U-turn away from sin.  It is 

redirecting your path back to God and his holy Word. 

 

     So how is your repentance going?  Are you examining your heart?  Are 

you sweeping away the clutter of sin with broom of God’s law?  Are you 

experiencing heart-wrenching sorrow over the offenses you have committed?   

 

     Or are you simply going through the same old routine?  “Oh yes, I am a 

poor, miserable sinner.  I’m soooo sorry for my sins.  Yada. Yada. Yada.” 

 

   Well, preparing the way for the Lord is a lot more than just a few words or a 

few token changes.  A superficial preparation does not please the Lord.  It 

angers him.  So, real repentance requires major changes.  

 

   Imagine a car after a serious accident.  The accident smashed all the body 

panels, knocked all the glass out, ripped an axle off, and bent the frame.  At 

the repair shop the technician says, “Hmmm.  A can of spray paint and tube of 

super glue will fix that.” 

 

   Ridiculous, right?  Well, it would even more ridiculous to underestimate the 

damage of sin to our life and soul.  True repentance means you realize your 

sin totally smashes you.  Pride collapses your soul.  Selfishness bends your 

spiritual frame.  Lust warps your interior.  Greed, gluttony and self-indulgence 

crush your spiritual motors.  Laziness and apathy rip the wheels off your faith.   

 

    And it takes a lot more to fix us than the spray paint of our own good 

works.  It takes a lot more to fix your soul than a few drops of the glue of  

your own spirituality.   You need God to haul you into his spiritual body shop.  

You need God’s law to strip away any notion that says, “I’m holy enough for 

God.”  You need God’s law to wipe out your spiritual pride that says, “Deep 

down I’m pretty good.” 
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    In place of our pride, we need God to install humility.  We need God to 

reshape us into penitent sinners who weep and wail in sorrow over all our 

sins.  So, God expects a huge change of heart.  But God also expects a big 

change of actions.  So, repentance means that we forgive instead of yelling at 

those who do us wrong.  Without being asked, we serve others. And we serve 

without demanding service for ourselves.   We give a generous Christmas gift 

to God before we spend our money on store-bought presents.  We submit to 

God’s discipline without complaining.  We make worship our most important 

activity; more important than shopping, going to parties, decorating or 

cleaning the house for relatives.  Yes, true repentance is a huge change of 

heart and a huge change of action. 

 

  So preparing the way for the Lord is serious work.  It is demanding work.  

But it also requires more than repentance.  Preparing the way for the Lord also 

requires receiving free forgiveness.  

 

   Our text tells us, {John} went…preaching a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins.  As is written in ….Isaiah the prophet: "A voice of 

one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight 

paths for him. …And all mankind will see God's salvation.'" 

  

   John prepared the way for Jesus by proclaiming God’s free forgiveness.  

Forgiveness. That was the reason God sent John.  Forgiveness. That was the 

reason God sent his Son. So PREPARE THE WAY FOR THE LORD.  

Come to the Lord with a hunger and thirst for his forgiveness. 

 

   Now, we are six months removed from parade season.  But a local parade 

can picture how we prepare for Christ’s arrival by receiving God’s free 

forgiveness.  When a parade goes by, children want to get a good spot in front 

of everyone else. Kids know that people in a parade  toss candy into the 

crowd.  Every time a new float goes by, the people on that float throw some 

tootsie rolls or some bubble gum at the kids.  The kids gleefully run after the 

candy.  They want as much candy as possible. 

 

   Well, preparing the way for the Lord means being like little kids at a parade.  

It means lining up and eagerly expecting that when Christ comes, he will 

generously hand out his free forgiveness. 
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  In your preparations for Christ’s arrival are you as excited as a little child 

waiting for candy from a parade?  Are you thinking to yourself, “I can hardly 

wait to celebrate the birth of Christ.  I love hearing how the true God humbled 

himself for my salvation.  I love the message of peace from God.  It gives me 

goose bumps to hear the angels announce:  Today in the town of David, a 

Savior has been born to you.  He is Christ the Lord.”  Yes, I love this time 

of the church year because it fills me with the joy of salvation.” 

 

   Yes, be just like that. When it comes to forgiveness, be like kids getting free 

candy.  Kids don’t get tired of candy even though the taste of candy is nothing 

new. No, they want more.  Candy tastes great.  Likewise, we know what 

forgiveness tastes like.  It’s sweet.  It’s delicious.  By faith in Christ, God’s 

forgiveness makes us happier than a kid in a candy shop.   

 

   Now, ask a group of children, “Kids, do you want more candy?”  You know 

what they’ll say.  Even if they have tons of candy, they always want more. 

Likewise, preparing the way for the Lord means always wanting more 

forgiveness.  It means never being tired of hearing about forgiveness.  It 

means God’s forgiveness will always be the stuff that makes us happiest. 

 

  So, this Advent, prepare the way for the Lord.  But don’t just make 

superficial preparations.  Prepare your whole life.  Prepare every corner of 

your heart with thorough and honest repentance.  Prepare by joyfully 

receiving God’s free forgiveness and always want more.  Then, by God’s 

grace, your Advent preparations will be real.  Then, by God’s grace, your 

advent preparations will fit for welcoming your King.  AMEN. 

  
 

 

 

  

 

  
 


