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OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH IS A PUBLIC FAITH.     
 

Easter 2/Confirmation – April 25/28, 2019 
 

John 20:19-31   On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 

were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, "Peace be with you!"   After he said this, he showed them 

his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  Again 

Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."   

And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you 

forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven." Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 

disciples when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the 

Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 

finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."   

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

"Peace be with you!"  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."  

Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"  Then Jesus told him, "Because you 

have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed."  Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  But these are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in his name. 
 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 
 

  $326 million; lump-sum, after taxes—that’s how much Manuel Franco of West 

Allis won in Powerball.  We know the winner is Manuel Franco because 

Wisconsin requires jackpot winners to accept their winnings publicly. So, if you 

don’t go public with your winning ticket, you cannot claim your prize.   
 

    Of course, we have a bigger prize than millions of dollars. We have eternal 

salvation. However, like Mr. Franco had to claim his jackpot publicly, so we 

Christians must also make public our claim to salvation in Christ.  In the Book of 

Romans Saint Paul says, it is with your heart that you believe and are 

justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 
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   Our Gospel lesson says the same thing.  Jesus shows us that Christianity is not a 

private, “just between me and God,” religion. Christianity is not a hidden, secret 

faith. No, OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH IS A PUBLIC FAITH.   
 

  Now, today is confirmation Sunday.  Before we let Carter and William enjoy the 

full rights of membership, we examine them publicly.  In a way, this public 

examination is like the lottery commission making sure someone actually has the 

winning ticket before they award the grand-prize. We want to make sure William 

and Carter know the facts about the Christian faith. 
 

   So, the public examination is nothing strange or unusual. Christianity is a public 

faith.  Our text from John points that out in a number of ways. Our text says, 

Jesus came and stood among [his disciples] and said, "Peace be with you!" 

[Then] he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed 

when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father 

has sent me, I am sending you." And with that he breathed on them and said, 

"Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if 

you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven." 
 

    Jesus went public with his resurrection. He showed his hands and his feet to his 

disciples. They were filled with joy. They were filled with peace.  Then they were 

filled with the Holy Spirit.  By breathing the Holy Spirit onto his disciples, Jesus 

made them go public with the news of his victory over death.  
 

   But Jesus also gave them another public duty.  If you forgive anyone his sins, 

they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."  We call 

this the Ministry of the Keys and Confession. Our catechism explains: A 

Christian congregation with its called servant of Christ uses the Keys in 

accordance with Christ's command by forgiving those who repent of their sin 

and are willing to amend, and by excluding from the congregation those who 

are plainly impenitent that they may repent. 
 

   Did you catch all that public ministry going on?  Christ pours out his 

forgiveness when the local church does its work publicly. Each Christian in the 

church publicly confesses his or her sin. Then, on behalf of the whole 

congregation and by the authority of Christ, the pastor forgives the penitent sinner 

publicly.  But if a sinner refuses to repent publicly, there is no forgiveness. No 

public confession of sin means no “prize” of forgiveness. 
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   This does not mean everyone must spend two minutes every Sunday publicly 

confessing their ten worst sins of the last week.  But disciples of Jesus do say, 

“We need to confess our complete sinfulness at our divine services.  We also need 

God’s called and ordained servant to forgive our sins publicly. We need that 

because when God announces his verdict of not guilty publicly, then God must do 

what he promised.  God cannot go back on his Word. So, when God publicly 

says, ‘You are forgiven,’ I am forgiven!” 
 

   So, publicly confessing your sins and publicly receiving forgiveness is part of 

Christ’s mission for the church.  So is telling the good news of Christ’s 

resurrection to your friends and neighbors.  That’s what the ten disciples did.  Our 

text says, Now Thomas…was not with the disciples when Jesus came.  [T]he 

other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" The disciples told Thomas 

the good news that Jesus had risen from the dead.  It didn’t matter that Thomas 

doubted them.  They still told him. 
 

   Christians still do that.  Christians let their light shine before men so others can 

glorify God.  Christians are always prepared to give the reason for the hope 

that they have in Christ. Christians go into this world because the harvest is 

plentiful but the workers are few.  Christians are Christ’s ambassadors and 

implore people on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to Christ. Christians are not 

ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of all 

who believe.   
 

   Some of you may be thinking, “Hey, he just used a Bible passage in every 

sentence of that paragraph.” If you did notice, you probably went to Lutheran 

catechism class.  You memorized Bible passages like the ones I just used.  That 

means you are well-equipped to speak publicly about Jesus. 
 

   However, we Lutherans often don’t go public with our faith.  We fall back on 

the old excuse, “I never know what to say.”  Well, that excuse is flimsy, weak, 

and false.  You do know what to say.  You spent years memorizing Bible 

passages.  So, if you passed Lutheran catechism class, you cannot say, “I don’t 

know what to say about Jesus.” A confirmed Lutheran saying that is like a 

classically trained opera singer saying, “I can’t sing “Row, row, row, your boat” 

because melody is too hard.” 
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  So, you well-trained, Scripture-filled Lutherans, quit making excuses.  Be like 

those disciples.  They told Thomas the good news of Jesus’ resurrection, even 

though Thomas refused to believe them. 
 

  Of course, Thomas eventually believed.  Our text says, A week later his 

disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. …Jesus came 

… and said, "Peace be with you!"  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger 

here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 

doubting and believe."  Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"  Then 

Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed."  
 

   Those last words are very comforting to you and me. Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have believed.  We do not have the privilege Thomas and 

the other ten disciples had.  We have not seen the risen Jesus with our own eyes.  

But yet, we are blessed.  We have faith.  We have faith because faithful Christians 

have publicly shared the Christian faith generation after generation for two 

thousand years. 
 

   That’s what we see on our confirmation Sunday.  We see two more faithful 

Christians make their confirmation vows.  We see two more Christians publicly 

proclaiming their faith in Christ, their crucified and risen Savior. 
 

    So, that’s why we have a public confirmation service.  OUR CHRISTIAN 

FAITH IS A PUBLIC FAITH.  And publicly professing your faith in Christ is 

part of claiming that great prize of the Christian faith.  Of course, the prize is not a 

$326 million Powerball jackpot.  Our real prize of faith is a prize that hundreds of 

Christians won last Sunday.  Those Christians died in terrorist bombings in Sri 

Lanka.  That certainly was a terrible crime and a despicable act of terrorism.  

However, Jesus says, be faithful even to the point of death, and I will give you 

the crown of life.   Those Christians died in public, in church, celebrating the 

resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  Jesus has blessed their faith with the crown 

of life.   
 

     Now, of course, we pray that the Lord would spare us and all Christians from 

such terrorist attacks.  But, we pray even more fervently that we all remain 

faithful –faithful to our Savior in public—faithful even to the point of death.  We 

also fervently pray that we all receive that crown of life, through faith, by God’s 

grace, so we can praise Jesus forever and ever.  AMEN. 


