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LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH.  Pentecost 20 – Oct 24/27, 2019 

 
Luke 17:1-10. Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause people to sin are 

bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. It would be 

better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than 

for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. So watch yourselves. "If your 

brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. If he sins against you 

seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' 

forgive him."  The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" He replied, "If 

you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you. "Suppose one of you had a 

servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he 

comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to eat'? Would he not 

rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and 

drink; after that you may eat and drink'? Would he thank the servant because he 

did what he was told to do? So you also, when you have done everything you 

were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done our 

duty.' " 
 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 
 

  A musician practices for hours a day.  A student studies constantly.  A team 

runs the same play over and over. They all work hard because they want to 

improve their performance. They want to sharpen their skills.  So, they keep 

practicing. They think, “As good as we are, we can always do better.” 
 

    Christians need that same attitude to put faith into practice. Now, faith is a 

gift from God. God creates faith just as surely as God created the heavens 

and the earth.  And just as God sustains all creation through his Son, Jesus 

Christ, so also God sustains faith through Jesus Christ, his Only Son. 

 

   But yet, even though Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith, we still 

have to practice our faith.  We must be like that diligent musician, that 

dedicated student, that hard-working team.  We need to be like Christ’s 

disciples.  When Jesus told them to forgive without limit, the disciples knew it 

would take supernatural effort to do that.  So, they say to Jesus—and you and I 

should always say to Jesus—LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH.  And in our 
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text Jesus mentions two actions that demand faith. These are things that you 

cannot do apart from faith. They are  forgive others freely and serve God in 

humility.    

 

   Our text begins:  Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause people to 

sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. It 

would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied 

around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. 

 

   Basically, Jesus says, “There is so much evil and so much temptation in this 

world, everybody is going to sin.  But don’t cause someone to sin. If you even 

tempt another person to sin, you will be thrown into hell’s fire-filled lake.” 

 

    But Jesus does not want anyone to go to hell.  Jesus wants every sinner to 

repent and receive forgiveness of sins and eternal life in heaven.  That brings us 

to what Jesus says next. "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he 

repents, forgive him. If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven 

times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' forgive him." 

 

    Jesus boils the practice of Christian faith down to four words: sin, rebuke, 

repent, forgive.  Only one of those comes naturally for us—sin.  The others—

rebuke, repent, forgive—those require something supernatural.  They require 

faith.  First, there’s rebuke.  Nobody likes to be the bad guy. You don’t like 

having to tell someone, “You have sinned.  You are doing wrong.  You need to 

repent.”  No, instead of rebuking a sinner, we chicken out.  We make 

excuses—excuses both for ourselves and the sinner.  We think, “That sin 

wasn’t so bad.  I don’t want to ruin our relationship by hurting their feelings.  

So, I’ll just keep my mouth shut and forget about the whole thing.” 

 

   “O LORD, INCREASE MY FAITH. Yes, Lord, increase my faith so I do 

not take sin lightly.  Increase my faith by increasing my love and expanding my 

concern for impenitent sinners.  Lord, increase my faith so I call your 

wandering sheep back to your fold.  Lord, use me to rebuke sinners.”  

 

    Yes, we need faith to do the work of rebuking fellow believers who sin.  But 

we also need faith to repent of our sins when a brother or sister in Christ 

rebukes us. 
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   So, again we cry out: “O LORD, INCREASE MY FAITH.  Yes, Lord, 

increase my faith so I don’t hide my sins.  Lord, increase my faith so my sinful 

nature dies a thousand deaths. Open my ears and my heart to your call to 

despise my sins, to reject my sinful desires, and to abandon my sinful habits.  

Lord, increase my faith so I do not die in impenitent sin.  Instead, lead me to 

repent of my sins, to confess my sins, and to long for your forgiveness.” 

 

    Yes, we need our Christian brothers and sisters to rebuke us.  We need to 

repent.  So, does every other Christian.  We all need to repent and we all need 

to forgive any sinner who repents and asks for forgiveness. 

 

    And so, again we cray out: “O LORD, INCREASE MY FAITH.  Yes, 

Lord, keep my heart, my mind, and my eyes focused on you dying on the cross 

for me.  Lord, assure me that your holy blood washes away all my evil acts, all 

my wicked words, and all my selfish thoughts.  Lord, fill my heart with peace 

and tranquility that can only come from your grace and from your promises of 

salvation. 

 

    “And Lord, INCREASE MY FAITH immensely.  Fill my heart with so 

much love and forgiveness that I freely and joyfully forgive others.  When a 

repentant brother or sister asks for forgiveness, turn my eyes away from them. 

Turn me away from myself.  Let me look at you.  Let me realize your deep love 

and how you forgave me.  Then, Lord, increase my faith and my love.  Lead 

me to forgive others as much as you have forgiven me—without limit, without 

conditions, and without cost.” 

 

   Rebuke, repent, forgive—they all need faith.  That’s why we cry out with the 

disciples, LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH.  And that is a good prayer.  But 

it can also lead to a wrong conclusion.  We can think, “If Jesus gives me a 

bigger faith, then I can do greater things. I can rebuke more faithfully.  I can 

repent more sincerely.  I can forgive more graciously.” We want to do all that. 

They are good things to do. But the focus is wrong. “I. I. I. Me. Me. Me.” 

 

   So, to prevent us from thinking that faith is all about ourselves and what we 

do, Jesus says, If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to 

this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey 
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you.”  So, the disciples asked Jesus, “Increase our faith.  Make it bigger.  Add 

some power and oomph to our faith, Jesus.  Then, with a bigger, expanded 

faith, we can do more.” But Jesus says, “Well, you do not really need a bigger 

faith.  You don’t need anything added to your faith.  It’s not the size of faith 

that does great things.  It is the content of faith.  No matter what size your faith 

is, it’s what your faith is made of that does great things.” 

 

   So, what is our faith made of?  Jesus.  Only Jesus.  Faith does not have faith 

in faith.  Faith does not have faith in your power, in your sincerity, or in your 

good intentions. If faith were a food product, they would have to label he 

package like this, “Contents:  Jesus. No artificial sweeteners, preservatives, 

additives, dyes, or emulsifiers.  This product is 100% Jesus.”  That’s why faith 

can rebuke, repent, and forgive.  These are things that only Jesus can do. You 

cannot do them naturally or own your own. But Jesus does them in you and 

through you and he does it by the power of faith that he gave you. 

 

    There’s something else that Jesus empowers your faith to do.  That is serve 

God in humility.  To make this point, Jesus tells a parable. "Suppose one of 

you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the 

servant when he comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to 

eat'? Would he not rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and 

wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink'? 

Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? [By the 

way, the correct answer is, NO.”] So you also, when you have done 

everything you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we 

have only done our duty.' " 

 

    We don’t do that naturally.  We don’t do something without expecting a 

reward or some compensation, even just a ‘thank-you.” But faith is different. 

Faith is completely humble.  Faith is all about Jesus.  Faith never seeks 

anything for itself. So, faith does not contain the artificial ingredients of pride, 

selfishness, ego, and vanity.  Faith contains only one thing:  Jesus.   

 

  So, when we pray, LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH. Jesus answers.  “Your 

faith is already big enough.  Your faith is in me.”  AMEN. 
 
 


