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LISTEN TO HIM!            Transfiguration – Feb 28/March 3, 2019 

 

Luke 9:28-36   About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and 

James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray.  As he was praying, the 

appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of 

lightning.  Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking 

with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to 

fulfillment at Jerusalem.  Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when 

they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him.  

As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, "Master, it is good for us to be 

here. Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for 

Elijah." (He did not know what he was saying.)  While he was speaking, a cloud 

appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud.  A 

voice came from the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen 

to him."  When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The 

disciples kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had 

seen. 
 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

  In the past God spoke… through the prophets … but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by his Son… the Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the 

exact representation of his being.  So begins the book of Hebrews. So is the 

Transfiguration of Christ. So is the nature of Christ—God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God.   
 

  When it comes to Christ’s physical appearance, most people never saw that 

brilliant glory of the Transfiguration. But Peter, James, and John saw it.  Luke 

describes it. As [Jesus] was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and 

his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.  The regular rabbi from 

Nazareth shines out in glory—God’s own glory.  The Son is the radiance of 

God’s glory and the exact representation of his being.   
 

   Similar glory also shines next to Jesus. Two men, Moses and Elijah, 

appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus.  Now, by having Moses 

and Elijah on either side of Jesus, God, the Father, was saying, “Moses and 

Elijah are only supporting actors in my salvation story. Jesus is the star. Jesus is 
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the center of attention because Jesus fulfills everything I promised through the 

prophecies of Moses and Elijah.”   
 

    And then, in a final act of heavenly splendor, God, the Father, explains what 

this display of glory was all about.  He proclaims to Peter, James, and John, 

"This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him." 
 

   Peter, James, and John heard that voice.  They looked at the scene with wide 

eyes and beating hearts.  The vision of glory shook them out of their sleepy 

stupor.  Luke says, [When] Peter and his companions …became fully awake, 

they saw his glory and the two men standing with him.  As the men were 

leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, "Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us 

put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." Peter 

wanted the glory to last.  Peter wanted to stay there, basking in the glory of 

Jesus.  Peter wanted to stay there, in the presence of those Old Testament heroes 

of faith.  
 

    You and I are like Peter. We want to see the glory of Jesus.  We especially 

want the glory of Jesus to shine over us and in us.  And like Moses and Elijah 

amplified the glory of Christ, we want to imitate the Old Testament heroes of 

faith so we can amplify the glory of Christ in our own lives. 
 

       So, we say, “Dear Lord, give me the courage of young king David.  Then I 

will knock down the Goliaths that challenge my faith. Lord, give me the wisdom 

of Solomon. Then I will be the respected peace maker in my family. Give me 

the power of Jonah when his preaching converted pagan Nineveh. Then I, too, 

will proclaim your Word fearlessly.  And, Lord, give me the faith of Abraham.  

He trusted you to give him a son even when he was ninety years old.  Yes, Lord, 

with that kind of faith, I will move the mountain of fear out of my heart. I will 

level the hills of doubt and discouragement.  With the faith of Abraham, I will 

topple the peaks of temptation and destroy the summits of sin.  Yes, Lord, let 

your glorious gifts of faith, wisdom, and courage shine on me and shine through 

me every day of my life.” 
 

   Now, who could argue with wanting those blessings? Well, God could. 

Strange as it may seem, God does not want those glorious blessings for you. 

God didn’t want those glory blessings for Peter, James, and John, either. We 
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know that because our text evaluates Peter’s desire for the glory of the 

Transfiguration to last. It says, [Peter] did not know what he was saying.  
 

    Peter did not know what he was saying because Peter was trying to capture 

the glory of heaven and make it stay in this sinful world.  But God never 

intended the glory of Christ’s Transfiguration to be a permanent fixture here on 

earth.  Yes, eventually God wants you to enjoy the everlasting, full glory of 

heaven.  But you will never experience heaven unless you first do what God 

tells Peter, James, and John to do.  Our text says, A voice came from the cloud, 

saying, "This is my Son, whom I have chosen; LISTEN TO HIM." 
 

   God, the Father, told Peter, James, and John they could not just gaze at 

Christ’s glory. They had to do something else—something bigger. God said, 

“LISTEN TO HIM.” And what were they supposed to listen to? Our text says, 

Moses and Elijah, appeared… talking with Jesus. They spoke about his 

departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.   
 

   Peter, James, and John were supposed to listen to—and then think about—

Christ’s departure.  Departure—that’s an interesting word.  I know you don’t 

know biblical Greek.  But you do know the Greek word Saint Luke uses for 

“departure.”  It’s exodus.  Exodus—that’s the Bible book that tells us how God 

set his people free from slavery. God put to death the first born of Egypt in the 

tenth and final plague.  After that the Israelites departed from slavery. 
 

     Jesus had his own exodus.  He departed from this earth.  He left this sinful 

world.  Jesus did that when God sacrificed his first-born Son on the cross.  But 

by the death of that innocent Lamb of God, you and I have our own exodus. We 

are set free from the slavery of sin.  You and I will one day enter that promised 

land of glory.  
 

   That is why we must listen to Jesus.  That is why we must focus on Jesus.  

That is why we must gaze at the cross of Christ with wide-eyed wonder and jaw-

dropped amazement. To look at the cross of Christ in faith is to see something 

more amazing than Jesus transfigured in glory. That’s because Christ’s 

exodus—Christ’s departure from this life on the cross—his departure means our 

entrance; our entrance into the eternal glory of heaven. And you and I 

desperately need to LISTEN TO HIM and his good news. We need that good 
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news of Christ’s departure because we must admit, “Lord, I really don’t want all 

those super-star blessings of courage, faith, and wisdom.” 
 

• “Lord, I really don’t want the bravery of young king David.  I would prefer 

to have the power, and the lust, and the instant gratification  that middle-

aged David had with beautiful Bathsheba.   
 

• “And Lord, I really don’t want the wisdom of Solomon.  I don’t want to 

get involved in sticky family squabbles.  But, Lord, I wouldn’t mind 

having the wealth of King Solomon.  I wouldn’t mind being dressed in all 

his splendor and fashionable finery.   
 

• “And Lord, to be honest, I really don’t care about those heathens in the 

Middle East; at least not enough to preach to them like Jonah preached to 

Nineveh.  But, Lord, I wouldn’t mind being like Jonah and go on a nice 

Mediterranean cruise.  
 

• “And, sure, Lord, I want faith. But I don’t want a faith as bold as Abraham 

had.  I mean, Abraham almost sacrificed his son because you told him to.  

Lord, I would rather have a small to medium sized faith.  I would like a 

faith just big enough to make me feel like your forgiven child but not so 

big that I really have to do anything amazing.” 
 

   One the one hand, we think we want the glory of a superstar faith.  We think 

we want to live in heavenly glory here on earth.  But, on the other hand, we must 

confess that we cannot and we do not live up to God’s glory.  But—praise be to 

God—Jesus lived up to God’s glory. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory 

and the exact representation of his being.   
     

    But, after the radiant glory of his transfiguration, Jesus experienced another 

transfiguration. Jesus went down the mount of glory. Then he went up to mount 

Calvary. There, on Calvary’s cross, the one who is eternally the exact 

representation of God’s glorious being, was transfigured.  Isaiah foretells this 

transfiguration. His appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man 

and his form marred beyond human likeness.  The glorious Son of God 

parted with his life on the cross. He parted with his life and now you and I will 

partake of his life in heavenly glory forever.  All glory be to Christ, now and 

forever.  AMEN. 
 


