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LET HIS LOVE BE YOUR LOVE    Easter 5 – May 16/19, 2019 

 

John 13:31-35. Jesus said, "My children, I will be with you only a little 

longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: 

Where I am going, you cannot come.    A new command I give you: Love 

one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all 

men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."  

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

   These days you see a lot of people wearing a #34 Bucks jersey.  And it’s 

not because their last name is Antetokounmpo. No, by wearing Giannis’ 

jersey, they are saying, “The Bucks are great. I want the Bucks to win the 

championship.  Wearing this jersey makes it obvious that I am a Bucks’ 

fan.” 

 

  Jesus wants us to be more than just his fans. Jesus calls us to be his 

followers, his disciples, yes, even his children.  But Jesus also wants us to 

be like devoted sports fans in one particular way.  He wants it to be obvious 

that we follow him.  In our Gospel lesson Jesus shows us how to make our 

Christian faith obvious. Jesus says, "A new command I give you: Love 

one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this 

all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

     

   So, sports fans wear their team colors and team logos to show their loyalty 

to their team.  In an even greater way, Jesus wants us to cover our lives with 

his love. God’s Word tells us, LET HIS LOVE BE YOUR LOVE. 

 

   Now, “love” is a popular subject.  Movies, novels, and pop music all extol 

love. And that’s OK.  Romantic love is wonderful.  But romantic love is an 

emotional roller coaster.  Movies and pop songs are full of the sentimental, 

mushy, syrupy kind of love. And again, that’s OK.  They are only movies 

and pop songs.  You are not supposed to take them seriously. 
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   But you must take Jesus seriously.  You must take his type of love 

seriously.  That’s because Jesus has the strongest love.  Jesus has the most 

stable, reliable, and most enduring love.  Jesus loved us even when we had 

no good thing to give him. Saint Paul says Romans, God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

   Christ’s love took him all the way to the cross.  Christ’s love compelled 

him to take all our sin upon himself.  Christ’s love did not stumble under 

the load of mockery, rejection, desertion, and betrayal.  Christ’s love did not 

fail.  Christ’s love will never fail. 

 

    Jesus says, Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 

one another.  Jesus commands us to love each other as he first loved us.  

So, love means sacrifice.  Loves means putting other people ahead of 

yourself.  Saint Paul defines Christ-like love in 1 Corinthians 13.  Love is 

patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 

record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres.     

 

   Saint Paul did not write these words just so you could use them at your 

wedding. Saint Paul wrote these words so every Christian knows that love is 

not a fleeting feeling. Love does not come and go with the wind.  Love does 

not change like Wisconsin weather.  No, true love—Christ-like love always 

stands firm.  Christ-like love always rushes to be the first in line—the line 

of generosity, kindness, gentleness, and helpfulness. 

 

  And what does this love look like? Well, consider your place in life.  Are 

you a husband?  If so, then love your wife as Christ loved the church and 

gave himself up for her. Put your wife ahead of yourself.  Yes, be your 

wife’s confident leader. Never shirk your responsibility to be the head of 

your family. But husbands, respect your wife.  Listen to her as faithfully as 

Christ listens to your prayers.  Consider her opinion and value her 

judgment.  Be actively involved with your wife in managing the household 
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and raising the children.  And, yes, be romantic—and more than once in a 

while. Don’t take your wife’s affections for granted. 

 

  If you are a wife, well then love means, submitting to your husband as 

the Church submits to Christ.  A wife loves her husband by respecting 

him. So, yes, you might have to bite your tongue when your husband says 

something embarrassing. You might have to swallow your pride when he 

fails to live up to his high calling of being the head of the family.  You 

might also have to thank and praise God for giving you a man who is 

faithful to you, who provides for you, and who treasures you more than he 

does his own life. 

 

    Are you a parent?  Then love your children by being the parent, not the 

best buddy.  Provide for your children. Set an example by worshiping 

faithfully, praying fervently, and being fair, honest, and kind.  And, yes, 

discipline your children—firmly, moderately, and, well, just do it.  A parent 

who does not discipline a child can make no claim of loving that child. 

 

   Are you a child, even an older child?  Well, this is how you let Christ’s 

love be your love. Paul writes in Ephesians and Colossians, 

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  It 

also says in Proverbs, Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do 

not despise your mother when she is old. 

 

  Are you a you a neighbor, a co-worker, fellow citizen, classmate or friend?  

Well, this is how you let Christ’s love be your love.  Saint Paul writes in 

Philippians, Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 

humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should 

look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

 

    And yes, this self-sacrificing, always-putting-the-other-person-first kind 

of love even extends to your enemies. Jesus says in the Sermon on the 

Mount, If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are 

not even the tax collectors doing that?  So, yes, Christ-like love means 

forgiving, respecting, and helping everyone, even the people who do not 
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like you and even people who are mean to you.  Christ-like love, true love is 

not easy. 

 

   But for as difficult as practicing true love is, there is an important purpose 

to making Christ’s love your love.  Jesus says, By this all men will know 

that you are my disciples, if you love one another.  Love is one of the 

greatest testimonies to faith in Jesus Christ. And concerning our testimony 

about Jesus, Saint Peter says: Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 

But do this with gentleness and respect.   So, yes, imitating Christ’s love 

by loving others will support the sincerity of your words when you tell other 

people the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

   But we do not do that so well, do we?  No matter how hard we try to love 

others as Christ loved us, our sinful pride and our stubborn selfishness get 

in the way. And just like putting on a #34 Bucks jersey does not make you a 

super-star basketball player like Giannis, so also our imperfect love does 

not come close to Christ’s perfect love. That’s because we diffuse our love 

with indifference.  We dilute our love with laziness.  We corrupt our love 

with jealousy, selfishness, and anger.  We fail to love each other as Christ 

loves us.  We sin.   

 

  That’s why we really need to let Christ’s love be our love.  That is, we 

need Christ’s love to be the love that forgives our sins and saves our souls.  

We need Christ’s love to be the love that washes away all our self-serving 

pride, all our hateful thoughts, and all our hurtful words and actions.  We 

need Christ’s love to be the love that saves us and purifies us. Praise be to 

God.  That’s exactly what Jesus does.  Jesus says it himself.  I have loved 

you.  (period!). Yes, Jesus loves you.  He really does and he always will.  

AMEN. 


