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JESUS FIGHTS THE OBSTINATION TEMPTATION.   

 

Lent 2 – March 14/17, 2019 

 

Jeremiah 26:8-15  But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people 

everything the LORD had commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all 

the people seized him and said, "You must die!  Why do you prophesy in the 

Lord's name that this house will be like Shiloh and this city will be desolate and 

deserted?" And all the people crowded around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.  

When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from the royal 

palace to the house of the LORD and took their places at the entrance of the New 

Gate of the Lord's house.  Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and 

all the people, "This man should be sentenced to death because he has prophesied 

against this city. You have heard it with your own ears!"  Then Jeremiah said to all 

the officials and all the people: "The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house 

and this city all the things you have heard.  Now reform your ways and your 

actions and obey the LORD your God. Then the LORD will relent and not bring 

the disaster he has pronounced against you.  As for me, I am in your hands; do with 

me whatever you think is good and right.  Be assured, however, that if you put me 

to death, you will bring the guilt of innocent blood on yourselves and on this city 

and on those who live in it, for in truth the LORD has sent me to you to speak all 

these words in your hearing." 

   

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

   How many Lutherans does it take to change a light bulb?  Five—one to change it 

and four to gripe about how much they liked the old light bulb.  Why do they bury 

Lutherans with their heads sticking out of the ground?  Their heads are so hard 

they last longer than tombstones.   

 

   We can joke about how Lutherans don’t like change. We can make fun of 

ourselves for clinging to our traditions.  And it’s OK not to take ourselves too 

seriously.  It’s also OK to keep our church traditions.  They serve a good purpose.  

They preserve our Christ-centered culture from the latest fads. Traditions guard 

true faith from the foolishness of change for the sake of change.  So, traditions are 

good when we use them the proper way.  And, yes, it’s OK to poke fun at 

ourselves for fiercely holding onto our traditions. 
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  But there is nothing funny about hard-headed stubbornness and an obstinate 

refusal to change when change is necessary.  It is not a laughing matter when we 

act like the Jews in Jeremiah’s day.  These Jews had their traditions, too.  Many of 

their traditions came directly from God. Most of their other traditions had a 

foundation on God’s Word and preserved the true worship of the Lord. So, many 

of the traditions of the Jews were worth holding onto. 

 

   But the Jews had another tradition.  It was a terrible tradition.  In our Gospel 

lesson Jesus tells us that horrible tradition. "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who 

kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to 

gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 

but you were not willing!” 

 

   The Jews had the tradition of ignoring, rejecting, abusing, and even killing God’s 

prophets. Jeremiah was no exception. Our text says, As soon as Jeremiah finished 

telling all the people everything the LORD had commanded him to say, the 

priests, the prophets and all the people seized him and said, "You must die!  

Why do you prophesy in the Lord's name that this house will be like Shiloh 

and this city will be desolate and deserted?" 

 

   Shiloh was a village where Israel had lost a battle to the Philistines about 500 

years before Jeremiah’s time.  So, when Jeremiah said that Jerusalem would be like 

Shiloh, he was saying, “The Lord will allow Jerusalem to be destroyed because the 

Lord is sick of your hypocrisy.  You have the outward traditions.  But your hearts 

are far from the Lord.  You worship the Lord at the temple, but you bow to other 

gods out in the countryside.  You go through the motions of worship but you fill 

your heart with lust and greed.  You steal. You lie. You betray the honest. You 

condemn the innocent. Your worst sin, though, is refusing to listen to God’s call to 

repentance. So, because of your stubborn, obstinate refusal to repent, Jerusalem 

will be destroyed.” 

 

    And to that sermon, the Jews did not say, “Amen, brother! Preach on!”  No, the 

Jews said to Jeremiah, “You must die.”  They did not like the message.  They 

hated the messenger.   

 

    Now, of course, you good people of Saint John’s Lutheran Church can rightly 

say, “We’re not like the Jews in Jeremiah’s time. They wanted to kill Jeremiah for 
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preaching God’s law.  But, pastor, we hear you preach the law all the time.  You 

call us filthy, rotten sinners.  And, pastor, sometimes you hit close to home.  You 

make me squirm in my pew because of my sins. You make me feel terrible about 

my sins. But I have never wanted to kill you.  Actually, pastor, I am thankful that 

you preach the law so fiercely.” 

 

  That’s true. Good church members actually want the pastor to blast away at their 

sins…as long as he only does it from the pulpit.  Good church members also have a 

terrible tradition.  They think, “As long as the preacher hurls the spears of God’s 

law in the general direction of the congregation, I can duck that spear and only feel 

the level of guilt I want to feel.  But he better not get all up in my face with my sin.  

He better not pull me aside and lay a guilt trip on me for a few little things that 

everybody else gets away with.  And the pastor—or any church leader, for that 

matter-nobody dare make me feel guilty for complaining when something at 

church doesn’t go my way. And he dare never suggest that I go to personal 

confession and tell him my deepest sins.  What is he trying to do—make this a 

Catholic church?  So, yeah, the pastor can preach the law.  Just as long as he does 

it at a safe distance.” 

 

    “Oh, Saint John’s, Saint John’s…you who kill the pastor’s preaching with 

your fortified walls of impenitence.  You stone those whom God sends to you 

with threats of “quitting the church,” if things don’t go your way.  How Jesus 

longs to gather you and your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 

under her wings, but you—you who think you are such good Christians—you 

are not willing to let God’s law penetrate your fortification of reputation 

preservation.” 

 

  Well, the Jews of Jeremiah’s day also hid behind their fortifications.  They hid 

behind the walls of Jerusalem.  They found false security in their status as “God’s 

chosen people.”  But Jeremiah told them how that strategy would fail.  Jeremiah 

told them, The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all 

the things you have heard.  Now reform your ways and your actions and obey 

the LORD your God. Then the LORD will relent and not bring the disaster he 

has pronounced against you.   

 

   Well, the Jews did not reform their ways. They did not change their actions. The 

Jews did not repent. So, a few years after Jeremiah spoke these words, his horrible 

prophecy came true.  In 586 BC the Babylonian armies attacked Jerusalem.  Those 
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pagan soldiers tore down the city walls.  Those unbelievers destroyed the temple.  

Then the Babylonians carried the Jews off into exile.  And all this happened 

because the Jews were obstinate.  They did not repent. 

 

      And, when it comes to you and your stubborn refusal to repent, that’s what the 

Lord has to do to you, too. Destruction. Humiliation. Devastation. Rejection by the 

Lord. That’s the only cure for “obstination.” That’s the only way to treat a sinner’s 

stubborn refusal to repent. 

 

   Destruction.  Humiliation. Devastation. Rejection by the Lord.  That’s what Jesus 

endured on the cross. That’s what Jesus suffered for you for all the times you 

refused to repent.  Jeremiah told the Jews, As for me, I am in your hands; do 

with me whatever you think is good and right. [But] if you put me to death, 

you will bring the guilt of innocent blood on yourselves.” 

 

   On Good Friday the Jews cried out to Pontius Pilate, “Let his blood be on us 

and on our children!”  Like the Old Testament Jews did with Jeremiah, the Good 

Friday Jews took Jesus Christ into their own murdering hands.  They brought 

Christ’s innocent blood on themselves.  But that innocent blood of Christ is also on 

you and me.  It is on us because of our sins.  It is on us because of Christ’s love.  

Christ’s blood is on us to wash us clean.  Christ’s blood is on us to purify us from 

all unrighteousness. 

 

    So, while you and I obstinately fail to repent as we should, JESUS FIGHTS 

THE OBSTINATION TEMPTATION. Jesus does not give up on old-fashioned 

Lutherans who hate to change—not light bulbs—but who hate to change their 

hearts and minds in true repentance.  Jesus still issues that call to repent to regular 

church going Lutherans who don’t want to feel the heat of God’s judgment so close 

to their personal lives. But still, even to obstinate you and to stiff-necked me, Jesus 

beckons us to repent.  But more than that, Jesus still offered himself as the sacrifice 

to forgive our half-hearted repentance and our wishy-washy sorrow over sin.  So, 

Christ alone defeats temptation. Christ and Christ alone is our Savior.  In Christ 

alone we find God’s grace and full payment for all our sins. Christ and Christ alone 

is the solution to our stubborn hearts. In Christ alone we find the absolution for all 

our sins.  Praise be to Christ, now and forever.  AMEN. 


