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GOOD SHEPHERD, BRING US HOME.          Easter 4 – May 9/12, 2019 

 

Today’s sermon is based on the three readings for Good Shepherd Sunday: 
  

Ezekiel 34:25-31 

Revelation 7:9-17 

John 10:22-30 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

  The immigrants felt overwhelmed in their new city.  It was huge—far 

bigger than their hometown.  The traffic bustled. The tall buildings blocked 

the sun. The city had other immigrant groups, too—strangers from all over 

the world. 

 

  So, who are these immigrants?  Well, we normally don’t call them, 

“immigrants.”  We normally call them, “exiles.”  These exiles were Jews in 

the great city of Babylon because the Babylonian armies had taken them 

hostage in 597 BC. That’s when Babylon conquered Judah the first time. In 

their victory over Judah, the Babylonians took the precious articles from the 

temple. The Babylonians also took thousands of the brightest and the best 

Jews to live in captivity in Babylon.  Among those exiles were a teenager 

named Daniel and a young man named Ezekiel. 

 

   Our reading from Ezekiel came eleven years after the first time Babylon 

defeated Judah.  Our reading takes place in 586 BC when Babylon conquered 

Judah a second time. This time they obliterated Jerusalem.  They tore down 

the temple, smashed the city walls, and dragged even more Jews to exile in 

Babylon. 

 

   Ezekiel was the prophet to those exiles. Now, Ezekiel blasted the Jews. He 

revealed the reason for their exile. It was their idolatry. Babylon was simply 

God’s instrument to punish Judah for treason against their one, true God. 
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    But Ezekiel also offered hope. Ezekiel promised an exit from exile and a 

return to Jerusalem. In our first lesson the Lord speaks through Ezekiel. The 

Lord says, They will know that I am the Lord, when I break the bars of 

their yoke and rescue them from the hands of those who enslaved them. 

They will no longer be plundered by the nations, nor will wild animals 

devour them. They will live in safety, and no one will make them afraid. 

I will provide for them a land renowned for its crops, and they will no 

longer be victims of famine in the land or bear the scorn of the nations. 

Then they will know that I, the Lord their God, am with them and that 

they, the house of Israel, are my people, declares the Sovereign Lord. 

You my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, are people, and I am your God, 

declares the Sovereign Lord. 

 

 Yes, the Lord had punished the Jews.  He had sent them into exile. Yet, he 

Lord was still their loving Shepherd. The Lord would bring his people home. 

 

    The social outcasts knew they were in trouble.  Over the years their 

neighbors grew more and more hostile toward them.  Their own relatives 

spied on them and reported them to the government.  And, if public opinion 

against them took a turn for the worse, they would lose their jobs, lose their 

homes, even lose their lives  

 

   Who are these social outcasts?  They are Christians living about sixty years 

after Jesus rose from the dead.  They were living in the part of the ancient 

Roman Empire, in what is now western Turkey.  In the book of Revelation 

Jesus speaks to these Christians.  He rebukes them for their sins and spiritual 

shortcomings.  He praises them for their faithfulness.  Mostly, though, Jesus 

gives them a vision of his glorious triumph over sin, over Satan, and over the 

sinful world that was persecuting them for their faith. 

 

   In our reading from Revelation Jesus gives his people hope.  The Lord 

promises them a perfect life in heaven’s eternity.  Listen again to Saint John 

describe eternal life in heaven.  Before me was a great multitude that no 

one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing 

before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white 

robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried 
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out in a loud voice:  “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb.”  These are they who have come out of the 

great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in 

the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, “they are before the throne of God 

and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne 

will spread his tent over them.   Never again will they hunger; never 

again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any 

scorching heat.   For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their 

shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 

  The Christians in ancient Rome were suffering persecution on this earth.  

But the Lord was still their Good Shepherd.  After they suffered on earth, the 

Lord would bring his people home to heaven. 

 

  Now, you and I are not hostages in a foreign country.  But this sinful world 

captivates us with temptation. It enslaves us with pressure to conform to an 

ungodly standard.  You and I do not face the loss of home, employment, or 

even life because of our faith in Jesus. But we are harassed and helpless.  We 

are weak sheep straying through a wicked world.  Like the Jews in Babylon 

and like the Christians in ancient Rome we need the Lord to give us hope.  

We need comfort.  We need our Good Shepherd to guide us through this 

world and bring us home to heaven. 

 

   That’s what Jesus promises.  Jesus says to you and me, My sheep listen to 

my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and 

they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.   

 

    Who are you? You are a sheep in the flock of your Good Shepherd.  You 

listen to his voice here in his house.  You listen to his voice speak to you in 

your private Bible devotions. You listen to his life-giving voice when you 

hear the words, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

    Who are you? You are a sheep in the flock of your Good Shepherd.  He 

knows you.  Yes, he knows how easily sin trips you and entangles you. But 
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he also knows how you struggle against sin.  He knows how you cry out, 

“The evil I do not want to do, this I keep on doing.”  Yes, your Good 

Shepherd knows how much you despise and detest your self-destructive 

sinful nature.  He knows how much you long for his forgiveness and his 

strength to fight temptation. 

 

    Who are you? You are a sheep in the flock of your Good Shepherd.  You 

follow him.  You follow him as your only Savior because the Holy Spirit has 

blessed you with faith—and this [faith is] not from yourselves, it is the gift 

of God, not by works so that you must never boast.  But, yet, by faith, you 

do follow Jesus. You imitate his love and you love the undeserving and the 

unthankful. You follow Jesus and endure unjust suffering without retaliation 

and without despair. 

 

   Who are you? You are a sheep in the flock of your Good Shepherd.  He 

gives you eternal life and you will never perish. He gives you a reservation 

at the wedding supper of the Lamb—the heavenly wedding banquet where he 

is groom and host and you are bride and guest.  You will never lose your 

place in paradise because neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

    So, who are you?  You are an exile, a stranger living in a world that is not 

your homeland.  Who are you? You are an outcast, scorned and rejected by 

this sinful world because of your faith in Jesus Christ.  Who are you? You 

are a sheep in the flock of your Good Shepherd.  You have washed the robe 

of your life and made it white in the blood of the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world.  And by faith in Christ, you cry out with the 

Church of all time: GOOD SHEPHERD, BRING US HOME.  Yes, Lord 

Jesus, bring us to our heavenly home. And by your grace and power, we will 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  AMEN. 

 


