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GOD’S JUDGMENT IS RIGHT.            Last Judgment – Nov 7/10, 2019 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:5-10   All this is evidence that God's judgment is right, and 

as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are 

suffering. God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and 

give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the 

Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He 

will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the 

presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to 

be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have 

believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you.    

 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

   Four years ago, Netflix released its docuseries, “Making a Murderer.”  The 

series focused on Steven Avery of Manitowoc.  In 1985 Avery was arrested and 

convicted for rape. He was sentenced to thirty-two years in prison. In 2002, 

however, DNA evidence proved Avery’s innocence.  Avery had been in prison 

eighteen years for a crime he did not commit. 

 

     That would be horrible, right?  You know you are innocent.  Yet, the court 

finds you guilty.  You did not commit the crime.  Yet, you spend time in prison.  

You suffer even though you did nothing wrong. 

 

     That’s how the Thessalonian Christians were thinking.  They could have 

easily complained, “We are suffering. Evil people are persecuting us.  But we 

have done nothing wrong.  We have not hurt anyone, stolen anything, or ruined 

anyone’s reputation.  But we are suffering.  That’s not fair.  And why does it 

seem as if God has forgotten about us?” 

 

   Well, to address those concerns Paul writes his second letter to the 

Thessalonians. Paul assures the suffering Thessalonians, “God has not forgotten 

you. God knows you are suffering. But the wheels of God’s justice turn more 

slowly than you want them to.” So, Paul calls on the Thessalonians, and on us, 
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to be patient and wait for Judgment Day. On Judgment Day all creation will see 

what Saint Paul tells us: GOD’S JUDGMENT IS RIGHT. 

 

     Now, when we hear, “God’s judgment is right,” we have a temptation to 

make a mistake. We think, “I need God’s judgment to make sense.  The way 

God dispenses punishment and rewards has to follow how a logical legal system 

should work.” There’s the mistake.  Thinking like that tries to put two things 

over and above God.  We are trying to put human logic above God.  And we are 

trying to put human ideas about justice above God.   

 

      Don’t get me wrong.  Logic is good.  We need more logic and reasonable 

thinking in our world today.  And human justice, especially our American 

justice system, is excellent even though it is not perfect.  However, God is 

supreme. Also, God is love.  God is perfect. God cannot lie. God is the source of 

all that is good. Therefore, God’s judgment is always superior to human logic 

and human justice.  GOD’S JUDGMENT IS ALWAYS RIGHT. 

 

   We need to understand and accept that.  We need faith to trust God’s judgment 

when, like the Thessalonians, we suffer for doing good.  And we do suffer. We 

say, “I try to share the good news of Jesus.  But if I talk about Jesus at work, the 

boss will fire me.  If I talk about Jesus with my family, it causes arguments.  If I 

talk about Jesus in the neighborhood, everyone thinks I am religious nut and one 

of those ‘unloving’ WELS people. Besides that, it is impossible to get ahead if 

you are an honest person with morals. Only cheats, only back-stabbers, and only 

liars get ahead in this world.  And it is becoming more and more difficult to be a 

believer in Christ and to practice Christian morals. This world is getting worse 

by the day.” 

 

   Now, all that is true. But, by comparison, we have it easy in America.  It is far 

worse in other countries.  In China, the communist government disbands 

congregations, arrests pastors, and destroys church buildings with the wrecking 

ball.  In North Korea, Afghanistan, Yemen, Iran, Pakistan, and Sudan simply 

being Christian is punishable by death.  ISIS might be beaten but other terror 

groups still target Christians for torture and execution.   

 

    And when we see all this pain and suffering, we wonder, “Why is this 

happening, O Lord?  Why don’t you use your power and stop all this violence 
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and evil?  Why are you letting your faithful children suffer so much at the hands 

of such wicked people?  Why, Lord?  Why?” 

 

      To those heart-felt questions, God has an answer.  Our text says, God's 

judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the 

kingdom of God, for which you are suffering.  God is just: He will pay back 

trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are 

troubled…This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in 

blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know 

God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  They will be punished 

with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and 

from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy 

people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. This 

includes you, because you believed our testimony.    

 

    God’s answer comes down to one word:  wait.  Yes, we have to wait before 

God punishes every wicked person who rejected Jesus and who persecuted 

Christ’s people.  We must wait until Judgment Day before we are free from 

every attack against us because of faith in Jesus.   

 

        But, while we wait, we say, “Thank you, Lord!  Thank you for not 

forgetting about your people and our suffering.  Thank you that will not let 

anyone escape the punishment they deserve for rejecting you and for their 

violence against your people. Thank you, Lord, for preparing our everlasting 

place of refuge, safety, and comfort.  Thank you, Lord, for preparing heaven for 

me and for all your faithful people.” Yes, we must be thankful even while this 

sinful world persecutes us.  We must be thankful that GOD’S JUDGMENT IS 

RIGHT. 

 

     However, we also must be thankful that, while God’s judgment is right, it is 

not fair.  You heard me.  God’s judgment is not fair.  And let’s go back to the 

start of this sermon to see what that means.  Earlier you heard how Steven Avery 

had been put in prison for a crime he did not commit. You might have thought 

that was an odd example.  You might have thought, “Sure, Avery didn’t rape a 

woman in 1985.  But I bet he did kill Theresa Halbach in 2005.  That Netflix 

show caused me to question the police’s investigation against Avery. But I’m 
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pretty sure Avery is guilty of murder.  And it’s only fair that he got a life 

sentence and that he spent eighteen years in prison before that.” 

 

    So, Avery was innocent of one crime, but he is guilty of another. That 

describes you and me. Sure, you and I are not guilty of rape, murder, genocide, 

or other crimes against humanity. But we still hate co-workers, gossip about 

relatives, lie to family, tell dirty jokes, abuse food and alcohol, waste time and 

money, get greedy, selfish, and envious.  And for even one of those “little” sins 

we deserve to be burnt to a crisp on Judgment Day. 

 

    But that is not God’s judgment on us.  That was God’s judgment on Jesus 

when Jesus hung on the cross.  The full force of God’s punishment crushed his 

one and only Son.  The punishment that brought us peace was upon him; by 

his wounds we are healed.  By Christ’s innocent suffering and death, God’s 

court declares us, “not guilty.”  That’s not fair.  But that is right. 

 

   That’s because when God judges something, he always does right by himself.  

God’s own Word is the standard by which God measures God’s justice.  God 

has promised in his Word, whoever believes in [Jesus] will not perish but 

have eternal life.   That was true for the Thessalonians.  Yes, the Thessalonian 

Christians suffered for their faith.  But that suffering didn’t get them into 

heaven.  Faith in Jesus gave them innocence.  Faith gave them heaven.  Saint 

Paul says, on the day [Jesus] comes [he will] be glorified in his holy people 

and…be marveled at among all those who have believed. This includes you, 

because you believed our testimony to you.    

 

    So, because of Christ’s sacrifice; because of God’s mercy; and because of the 

Holy Spirit’s gift of faith in Jesus; God’s Judgment on you and me will be ‘not 

guilty; pure and innocent.”  On Judgement Day, not only will God’s Judgement 

be right.  God’s judgment of “innocent, not guilty” will never be overturned. 

Praise and thanks be to God as we wait for that great and glorious Day.  AMEN! 
 


