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GOD AND SONS, INCORPORATED.          Pentecost 5 – July 11/14, 2019 

 

Galatians 3:23-29   Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the 

law, locked up until faith should be revealed.  So, the law was put in charge to 

lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.  Now that faith has come, 

we are no longer under the supervision of the law. You are all sons of God 

through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, 

male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, 

then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

    In today’s economy large companies dominate the business landscape.  Yet, 

many mid-sized family businesses still thrive. Many of these family 

businesses carry the name of the owner.  Schmidt’s bakery. Harrison’s tool 

and die. Gomez auto shop.  In many of these businesses, the owner of the 

business will bring his sons into the business.  Once the son, or sons, grow up, 

the owner changes the name of the business.  Schmidt and sons bakery.  

Harrison and sons tool and die. Gomez and sons auto shop. And very often, 

when the original owner dies, his sons inherit the business. 

 

   We see something similar in our reading from Galatians.  The business that 

Paul mentions is the Holy Christian Church.  God, the Father, is the owner of 

the Church. But from eternity, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has also owned 

the Holy Christian Church. But Paul says that God has more than one Son. 

Paul says, You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  So, 

comparing the Christian Church to a multi-generational family business, we 

could call the Church, GOD AND SONS, INCORPORATED. 

 

    Now, when a business owner has a new-born boy, that son does not 

immediately start running the business. The son has to go to school.  The son 

starts at an entry level position.  He does not have full charge of the company 

until he matures and learns how to run the business properly.  Paul describes 

this process for our place in God’s Church. Paul says, we were held 



 2 

prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed.  So, the law 

was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.   

 

    Paul says that we were held prisoners by the law and that the law was 

put in charge to lead us to Christ.  With these expressions Paul describes the 

difference between the Old Testament and the New Testament.  The Old 

Testament was based on the law God gave to Moses.  This law was like an 

employee in a company. This employee had the job of training the boss’s son.   

 

The son was just a teenager and did not know much about the business.  

So, the employee had to train, teach and correct the boss’s son.  He did all this 

to prepare the boss’s son to join his father in running the company one day. 

 

   That’s what the Old Testament law did to God’s people, the children of 

Israel.  God’s law trained God’s people.  The law disciplined them.  The law 

prepared them for something greater.  Saint Paul says, the law was put in 

charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.  Now that 

faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. 

 

    When Christ arrived, the Old Testament law was no longer necessary.  

Faith in Christ turned immature children into full grown sons, prepared for 

full participation in God’s business of the Holy Christian Church. 

 

   So, what does that mean for me and you?  It means privilege and 

responsibility.  It means that we are not like the Old Testament Jews with all 

their rules and regulations for how to worship, what to eat, and how to have a 

national government.  We are not like that.  We have Christian freedom.  We 

are free to worship using any liturgy, any songs, or any type of church 

building.  We are free to eat pork, bacon double-cheeseburgers, and shellfish.  

We are free to make our own laws, elect our own politicians, and have any 

form of church government. As full-grown sons in God’s family business of 

the Church, we now have the freedom to make many of our own decisions. 

 

   Unfortunately, we do not always handle this privilege so well. And this is 

the way it can happen in family businesses.  After the sons take over the 

business, things can go bad. One son can ruin the business because he messes 
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with the business model that built the company.  Or, when two or more sons 

inherit the business, they squabble and fight and ruin the business. 

 

  Well, the same thing happens in the Church.  We abuse our freedom.  We 

think, “I can change the basic business model of the Holy Christian Church.  

Sure, our church still needs to preach that sinners are saved by faith in Christ.  

But, we have to make sure the right kind of people join our church.  They 

have to be “good people.” They have to know the rules and traditions of our 

church.  They have to act like us, look like us, think like us, speak like us, vote 

like us, and conform to our culture.  Only these kinds of people are acceptable 

in our church.” 

 

   Well, thinking and acting like that is to return to the slavery of the law.  

Once we start adding rules and regulations to salvation by faith in Jesus, we 

have distorted and destroyed our heavenly Father’s “original business plan.” 

God’s plan has always been saving sinners by grace alone through faith alone 

in Christ alone, without traditions and without the works of the law. 

 

   But, unfortunately, we also abuse our position in the church in another way. 

We squabble and fight and pass judgment on each other.  “I don’t like this 

hymn or that liturgy.  Those few members should not get to call the shots 

around here. Why don’t more people volunteer their time?  And why is that so 

many members don’t even bother coming to church?  How can they call 

themselves Christians? They are not acting like faithful sons of God at all.” 

 

   Now, don’t get me wrong.  Our church traditions are good when we use 

them to proclaim Christ crucified.  And, yes, it would be ideal if every church 

member attended worship faithfully and volunteered enthusiastically. But my 

point is this.  None of us are very good sons of our heavenly Father. We don’t 

treasure the pure gospel as it deserves.  We judge each other.  We fight with 

each other.  We think more highly of ourselves than we should. 

 

  And that is why we always need to practice this paradox.  Although God has 

many sons (you, me, and every other Christian), God has only one Son.  Of 

course, that one Son is Jesus Christ. He is God’s perfect Son.  He is true God 

but took on human flesh.  As our human brother he suffered and died to wash 
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away all our sins. As our Savior and our brother, Jesus brings us into his 

family by the adoption which we call the sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

 

    So, every day, we “lesser sons” of God need to go back to our baptism in 

true repentance and sorrow over our sin.  Every day we need to understand 

what Paul says in our text.  You are all sons of God through faith in Christ 

Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, 

male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.   

 

    You see, even though we are many sons with different cultures, different 

social statuses, and different genders, none of that really matters.  We are only 

one because we have only one baptism into one faith in one Jesus.   

 

    And that’s where the INCORPORATED comes in.  The word 

incorporated is based on two Latin words, “in,’ meaning, “in or into,” and 

“corpus,” meaning, “body.”  So, by baptismal faith we are 

INCORPORATED, that is, we are put into the one body of Christ. By baptism 

God sees all his many sons, (you, me, and every other Christian)—God sees 

all of us as only one Son—his beloved Son, his perfect Son, his holy Son, his 

one and only Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

  So, my fellow sons of God, rejoice in being one with Christ.  Rejoice in the 

forgiveness that Christ earned for you by sacrificing his body on the cross.  

Rejoice in your status as God’s Son because you have been incorporated into 

Christ by holy baptism. Rejoice in the privilege and responsibility that God 

gives you in his Holy Christian Church on earth.  Rejoice in the fellowship of 

believers who are your brothers in Christ and your fellow heirs of eternal life 

in heaven.  Yes, rejoice that you are the Holy Christian Church.  By God’s 

grace and through faith in Christ, you are proud member of GOD AND 

SONS, INCORPORATED.  AMEN. 

 


