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FOOLISH LOVE – FOOLISH HATE.                  Lent 5 – April 4/7, 2019 

 

Luke 20:9-19  Jesus went on to tell the people this parable: "A man planted a 

vineyard, rented it to some farmers and went away for a long time. At harvest 

time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of 

the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed.  He 

sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent 

away empty-handed.  He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw 

him out.  "Then the owner of the vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send my 

son, whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.'  "But when the tenants saw 

him, they talked the matter over. 'This is the heir,' they said. 'Let's kill him, and 

the inheritance will be ours.'  So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed 

him. "What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them?  He will come and 

kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others." When the people heard this, 

they said, "May this never be!"  Jesus looked directly at them and asked, "Then 

what is the meaning of that which is written: "'The stone the builders rejected 

has become the capstone '?  Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to 

pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed."  The teachers of the law and 

the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, because they knew 

he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people. 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

     Let’s say you have a 2004 Toyota Camry with a bad transmission. You 

don’t want new car payments. So, you spend $4,000 on a new transmission. 

Two weeks later you drop $1,000 on new shocks. Then the engine’s head 

gasket blows. That’s another $2,000. You think, “I’ve already invested $5,000 

in this car. I don’t want to waste all that money by not fixing the car again.”   

 

   Psychologists call this the “waste-cost fallacy.”  It seems that if you don’t pay 

the $2,000 cost of a new head gasket you will waste the $5,000 you already 

spent on the car.  But in reality, that $5,000 is gone. To spend another $2,000 

on a car only worth $2,000 is throwing good money after bad.  The thing to do 

is cut your losses and put your $2,000 into buying a new car. 
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    Jesus tells a parable something like throwing good money after bad.  He 

says, A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers and went away 

for a long time. At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they 

would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him 

and sent him away empty-handed.  He sent another servant, but that one 

also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed.  He 

sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out.  "Then the 

owner of the vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I 

love; perhaps they will respect him.'  "But when the tenants saw him, they 

[said], 'This is the heir. Let's kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.'  So 

they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

 

    So, God is the landowner. The Jewish leaders are the tenant farmers.  The 

vineyard is God’s people. The rent on the land is the praise the Jewish leaders 

owed God.  The servants God sent to collect the rent were the Old Testament 

prophets.  For centuries the Jews abused the prophets and refused to listen to 

them.  But then God sent his Son, Jesus. The Jewish leaders hated Jesus so 

much they wanted to kill him.  Three days after Jesus told this parable that’s 

exactly what they did.  The Jewish leaders coerced Pontius Pilate to execute 

Jesus on the cross. 

 

   But you have to ask, “Why would God send his Son to the Jewish leaders? 

They were a bad investment.  They already showed their hatred to God. They 

abused his prophets. God should have just cut his losses. God should not have 

sent his one and only Son to the Jews? He already knew that the Jewish leaders 

would kill Jesus.  It seems like God is foolish.” 

 

   And that’s correct.  God does seem foolish.  It does seem like God is 

throwing good money after bad by sending Jesus to the Jews when God 

already knew that the Jewish leaders would kill Jesus. But God sent Jesus 

anyway. The only explanation for this is love—God’s foolish love for 

undeserving sinners.  Concerning God’s foolish love, it says in Corinthians, the 

message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God… God was pleased through the 

foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 
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  God “foolishly” loves this sinful world. God’s love is foolish because this 

world is not a good investment.  God sacrificed his pure and holy Son.  In 

return God gets filthy sinners. That was the case with the Jews.   They were 

sinners. That’s the case for you and me.  You and I are sinners. 

 

  So, you and I are a bad investment. Like those farmers in the parable, we do 

not give God what we owe him.  For example, God has given us his Word. The 

‘rent’ he expects from us is to study his Word, obey his Word, and defend his 

Word.  But we neglect personal devotions. We think serious Bible study is only 

for the top one percent of super-holy church members. And we ignore parts of 

God’s Word we don’t like. We tolerate and even excuse friends and relatives 

when they criticize God’s Word. You and I are a bad investment when it comes 

to God’s Word. 

 

   God is also foolish to invest his grace and forgiveness in us.  We abuse his 

mercy.  We think, “So what if I committed my favorite sin again?  I can always 

get forgiveness.  So what if I don’t repent so deeply and so sincerely?  God 

knows I feel a little bad that I’m not perfect.  And so what if I don’t constantly 

fight against the devil, the world, and my sinful flesh? I can take a vacation 

from spiritual battle every now and then.” You and I are a bad investment when 

it comes to God’s mercy, grace, and forgiveness. 

 

    Now, God is patient. But, ultimately, there’s a consequence to a constant 

waste of God’s Word, mercy, and grace. This is the consequence. "What then 

will the owner of the vineyard do to them?  He will come and kill those 

tenants and give the vineyard to others."… "'The stone the builders 

rejected has become the capstone '?  Everyone who falls on that stone will 

be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed."   

 

   Don’t think these words are only for Jewish leaders and chief priests.  This 

warning is for anyone who abuses God’s Word and his grace. This warning is 

for anyone who rejects Jesus by failing to serve God, by failing to honor God, 

and failing to repent of their sins.  This warning is for you.  It is for me. 

 

   So, we need Jesus to do what that capstone does to anyone who rejects God 

by willful sinning. We need Christ to crush us. We need Christ to demolish us. 

We need Christ to pulverize us. That’s the only way Christ can clear away the 



 4 

rubble of our own spirituality.  That’s the only way Jesus can take his rightful 

place as the foundation and cornerstone of our salvation.  And having Jesus as 

the cornerstone of our life is the only way we can say as Saint Paul did.  I 

consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 

consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 

having a righteousness of my own… from the law, but that which is 

through faith in Christ--…righteousness…from God…by faith.   

 

   Paul hated his former life—his former life of self-righteous pride; his former 

life of thinking God owed him blessings; his former life without faith in Christ.  

We need to be like Paul.  We need to hate anything in our life not connected to 

Christ by faith.  Now, that kind of hatred seems foolish. Our sinful nature says, 

“Hey, I have a right to my own life.  My faith in Jesus is important but it is 

only one part of me. I have an identity besides being a Christian.”   

 

    Well, that is the attitude of those wicked tenant farmers.  They did not want 

to give the landowner what was rightfully his, even though the landowner 

owned the whole vineyard.  Likewise, God owns us totally.  He created us.  He 

sustains our life.  He provides all we need for body and life.  But God loved us 

even more by giving us his one and only Son.  In foolish love God willingly, 

even joyfully, made a bad investment in you and me by sacrificing his Son to 

be our Savior.  

 

   And thanks be to God! God’s foolish love has an effect on us.  His foolish 

love makes us practice foolish hate. It is to hate all the things our sinful nature 

loves. It is to hate our pride and our greed.  It is to hate our arrogance and our 

narcissism. It is to hate anything that does not honor and glorify Jesus Christ, 

our Savior.  It is to consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing 

greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 

 

     FOOLISH LOVE – FOOLISH HATE.  God loves us so foolishly that he 

gave his one and only Son to be our Savior.  And even though it seems foolish 

to our sinful nature, we hate anything in our life not connected to Christ by 

faith. So, yes, our faith is a love-hate relationship.  God loves us.  We hate our 

sin.  And that’s the way we want it to be, today, tomorrow and every day until 

Jesus returns in glory.  AMEN. 


