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FIGHTING TEMPTATION – THAT’S WHAT CHRIST DOES.   
 

Lent 1 – March 7/10, 2019 
  

Joshua 7:16-26 Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, 

and Judah was taken. The clans of Judah came forward, and he took the Zerahites. 

He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families, and Zimri was taken. 

Joshua had his family come forward man by man, and Achan son of Carmi, the 

son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. Then Joshua said 

to Achan, “My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and give him the 

praise. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me.” Achan replied, “It is 

true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: 

When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels 

of silver and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took 

them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath. So 

Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was, hidden in his 

tent, with the silver underneath. They took the things from the tent, brought them 

to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread them out before the LORD.  Then 

Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the 

gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all 

that he had, to the Valley of Achor. Joshua said, “Why have you brought this 

trouble on us? The LORD will bring trouble on you today.”Then all Israel stoned 

him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. Over Achan they 

heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then the LORD turned 

from his fierce anger. Therefore that place has been called the Valley of Achor 

ever since. 
 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 
 

   On January 12, 1986 NASA launched its twenty-fourth space shuttle.  

Sixteen days later, NASA was ready to launch number twenty-five. It was 

January 28th and a colder than normal morning in Florida.  But the Challenger 

lifted off.  Many of you know what happened. Seventy-three seconds after lift-

off, Challenger broke apart and crashed into the ocean.   
 

      Eventually, the cause of the crash came to light.  The O-rings—basically 

gaskets—on the booster rocket were not designed to handle the cold 

temperature the morning of the launch. So, the O-rings failed.  The booster 
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rocket fell apart. The Challenger crashed. The crew died. The Challenger 

disaster shook NASA and America to its core. 
 

    Three-thousand, four-hundred years ago, another nation was shaken to its 

core because of a different disaster.  The Israelite army lost a battle to a rag-tag 

unit of Canaanites at the village of Ai. This shocked Israel because Israel had 

just annihilated a bigger city, namely Jericho.  Israel wiped out Jericho without 

firing a shot. The walls of Jericho came tumbling down because Israel had God 

on its side. So, Israel should have easily defeated Ai. Instead, this happened:  

about three thousand [Israelite] men went up. But they were routed by the 

men of Ai, who killed about thirty-six of them. At this the hearts of the 

people melted and became like water. 
 

   So, how did a motley bunch of Canaanites defeat three thousand highly 

motivated Israelite soldiers?  The verses before our text explain why. The 

Lord said to Joshua, “Israel has sinned. They have taken some of the 

devoted things [from Jericho]. They have stolen.  They have lied. They 

have put [the plunder of Jericho] with their own possessions. That is why 

the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies. I will not be with you 

anymore unless you destroy whatever [treasure of Jericho] among you is 

devoted to destruction.   
 

    So, Israel was supposed to destroy everything in Jericho. They were not to 

keep any plunder for themselves. That was how they were to show total 

dedication to the Lord who had given them the victory. But a man named 

Achan had taken some of the plunder of Jericho for himself.  Achan kept that 

treasure hidden in his tent. That was the sin that caused God to withdraw his 

support from Israel.  Achan’s sin caused Israel to lose a battle to Ai.   
 

   Now, you might think, “That does not seem fair.  Why should all Israel suffer 

because one man sinned?  Why did those thirty-six innocent Israelite warriors 

die when it was Achan who angered the Lord?” 
 

   Well, Israel’s defeat is like the Challenger disaster.  The seven crew members 

died, not because they did anything wrong. They died because the O-rings 

failed. The O-rings weren’t bad.  They just weren’t designed for cold weather.  

But the thing is, before the launch a few key NASA officials knew about the 

problem with the O-rings. The maker of the O-rings had told them the O-rings 
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would fail in cold weather.  So, the disaster happened because a few NASA 

bureaucrats ignored good information and made a bad decision. 
 

   So, when it comes to something as complex and as powerful as a rocket 

launch, one error by one person can cause disaster.  Likewise, Achan’s one sin 

led to disaster for all of Israel at the battle of Ai.  That’s because Israel was 

dealing with something far more powerful than a NASA rocket.  Israel was 

dealing with the Lord, the almighty God.   
 

    But why was Achan’s sin so offensive to the Lord?  It comes down to one 

Hebrew word.  That word is חרם. (Cherem).  It means “something totally 

devoted to the Lord and to no one else.”  In other words, the Lord has a right to 

claim whatever he wants. Nobody else can touch it. So, if the Lord says, 

‘destroy it,’ it must be destroyed.  In that way it is totally devoted to the Lord. 
 

   So, Achan sinned by taking something that belonged to the Lord.  And you 

can almost hear Achan explain his sin. “Why should all this good stuff in 

Jericho go to waste? It won’t hurt anybody if I take a few nice items for myself.  

Nobody’s going to miss it. I might as well have it.” 
 

   And isn’t that how you and I explain away so many of our sins?  “Why 

should the government waste so much of my money?  If I cheat a little on my 

taxes, the government’s 4.4 trillion-dollar budget isn’t going to miss a few 

hundred dollars from me.  And what does it matter if I look at X-rated videos, 

or laugh at racist jokes, or listen to gossip?  It’s not like I am committing 

adultery or lynching anyone or even deliberately ruining someone’s reputation.  

And what harm is it to skip church once in a while?  And how could God be 

angry if I do not give super-abundant, over-flowing offerings?  I mean, I do 

come to church sometimes. I do give some offerings.” 
 

   Yes, we sound a lot like Achan.  He said, “When I saw IN the plunder a 

beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge 

of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them.” 

 

    Achan sounds a lot like someone else who tried to explain away his sin.  The 

man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit 

from the tree, and I ate it.”  From Adam to Achan, to you and to me, every 

human faces temptation.  Every human falls to temptation.  Every human sins. 
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That is, every human except one.  Jesus faced Satan’s temptation in the desert.  

But Jesus did not sin.  Calling Jesus our high priest, the book of Hebrews says, 

we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses. But we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 

we are—yet was without sin. 
 

   Jesus was without sin.  Jesus knew his whole life was cherem.  Jesus knew 

every fiber of his existence was totally devoted to God.  Jesus knew that even 

to fall to Satan’s smallest temptation was to steal from his heavenly Father. 

And it’s not that Satan tempted Jesus to commit “big” sins.  “Turn a stone to 

bread, Jesus.  You’re hungry.  Jump, Jesus. Make the angels work.  That’s what 

they’re there for. Give me a little respect, Jesus. Even the Bible calls me the 

prince of this world.”  Outwardly, none of those temptations were scandalous 

or shocking.  But if Jesus had fallen for even one of Satan’s lies, he would not 

have been cherem.  He would not have been totally devoted to God. 
 

  But Jesus was totally devoted to God—and not just in his life, but also in his 

death.  To achieve victory over sin, death, and Satan God required that Christ’s 

innocent life be cherem-totally destroyed and completely used up.  And that’s 

what Jesus did when he took our sins with him to the cross.  Jesus took the 

flowing robes of our braggadocios pride.  Jesus took our silver-tongued alibis. 

Jesus took the fool’s gold of our phony holiness.  Jesus took all our sinful 

treasures and buried them deep in his body and soul.  Then Jesus stood before 

God’s law as a guilty sinner.  And God’s law buried Jesus, not under a pile of 

stones, but under the mountain of divine wrath.  God’s law consumed Jesus 

Christ along with all our sins—consumed with the torturous fire of the cross. 
 

    And now, God’s law is satisfied.  God is at peace with his people.  Jesus 

Christ made that peace. Jesus conquered temptation.  He did it by resisting all 

of Satan’s temptations.  Then, he surrendered his life as the sacrifice totally 

devoted to his heavenly Father.  Jesus did that to pay the full penalty for all our 

sins. So, when it comes to fighting temptation by being completely devoted to 

the Lord, Achan could not do it.  Adam and Eve could not do it.  You and I 

cannot do it.  No human can resist or fight every temptation. But Jesus did.  

FIGHTING TEMPTATION – THAT’S WHAT CHRIST DOES.  It is the 

work that Christ does perfectly for us and for our salvation.  All glory be to 

Christ now and forever.  AMEN. 
 


