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FAITH LOOKS TO JESUS CHRIST ALONE.    Pentecost 8 – Aug 1/4, 2019 

 

  St. Luke 10:25-37    On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test 

Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"  "What is 

written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"  He answered: "'Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength and with all your mind' ; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"  "You 

have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."  But he 

wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"  In 

reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he 

fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and 

went away, leaving him half dead.  A priest happened to be going down the 

same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.  So too, a 

Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw 

him, he took pity on him.  He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on 

oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and 

took care of him.  The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to 

the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you 

for any extra expense you may have.'  "Which of these three do you think was a 

neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"  The expert in the law 

replied, "The one who had mercy on him."   Jesus told him, "Go and do 

likewise." 
 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 
 

     This week about 300 A-List celebrities are enjoying the annual “Google 

Camp” in Sicily. Among the attendees are Katy Perry, Leonardo di Caprio, 

Prince Harry, and former President Obama. These super-celebrities are 

frolicking in the Mediterranean sun. They are also exchanging ideas and 

passionately discussing… climate change. Of course, in their discussion on 

climate change, they probably are not talking about the six mega-yachts and 144 

private jets they used to get to and from “Google Camp.” 
 

   Now, a story like this makes you think, “YOU HYPOCRITES!  How dare you 

talk about climate change! For one week at Google Camp your yachts and your 

jets burn more fuel per person than I use in a whole year.” 
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  That indignation against hypocrisy also jumps with joy as Jesus shuts down 

that expert in the law in our text.  That man is like those carbon-burning A-

listers at Google Camp. They are gas-guzzling hypocrites discussing climate 

change.  That expert in the law was also a hypocrite. He thought he understood 

and kept God’s Law perfectly. He was so confident in his mastery of God’s law 

that he thought he could test Jesus on the Law. But Jesus nails him.  By the 

parable of the Good Samaritan Jesus exposes how this expert neither followed 

the law nor understand the first thing about God’s law. 
 

    You and I are hypocrites, too.  And we don’t understand God’s law, either.  

We betray our ignorance of God’s law when we feel morally superior to those 

A-List hypocrites at Google Camp. We expose our self-righteous nature when 

we judge that expert in the law. We prove how far we are from understanding 

and obeying God’s law whenever we start a sentence with words like… 

      “I know I’m not perfect, but…” 

 “Well, at least I’m not as bad as….” 

 “Sure, I know I sin, but compared to my...” 
 

   But, when we make those comparisons, we miss what Jesus is talking about.  

Now, when we hear the parable of the Good Samaritan, of course, we think, 

“Jesus wants me to realize ‘my neighbor’ includes enemies. Jesus wants me to 

be like that good Samaritan and help, befriend, and do good even to people who 

hate, hurt, or betray me.  Jesus wants me to love all people equally.” 
 

    And all that is true. But this lesson is not primarily about our relationship with 

our neighbor.  This lesson is mostly about our relationship with our God.  Listen 

to our text again. An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he 

asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"  
 

     That question reveals what is wrong with every human heart. Our human 

heart is always sinful and always wants to put itself in the spotlight.  That expert 

in the law speaks for all of us when he says, “what must I do.”    
 

   That’s what the law will make you do—put the spotlight on yourself.  The law 

is a measuring stick.  You look at the law.  It tells you what to do. Then you try 

to do it. And our human nature has such a high opinion of itself, you think, 
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“Well, I have achieved about eighty percent compliance, good enough to pass 

God’s test. So, I did what I had to do. Now I can inherit eternal life.” 
 

   Inherit eternal life – that’s the second thing the teacher of the law got wrong.  

When it comes to a normal inheritance, you don’t do anything.  Somebody else 

does something.  Somebody dies and leaves you something in their will.  So, the 

question, What must I do to inherit eternal life? —that question fails from the 

start.  It reveals nothing but a proud heart. 
 

   But it gets worse.  Our text continues. "What is written in the Law?" 

[Jesus] replied. [The expert] answered: "'Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 

your mind’; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"  “You have answered 

correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."  But he wanted to 

justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"  
 

   This man could recite the Law of Moses. “Love your God and love your 

neighbor,”—accurate quotes from Deuteronomy and Leviticus. He should have 

stopped there. But, no. He actually thought he had kept God’s law perfectly. 

And he wanted everybody to know it. Our text says, But he wanted to justify 

himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"  
 

   He wanted to justify himself.  The expert in the law smugly thought that his 

level of outward obedience to the law of God was good enough to justify 

himself.  But he was dead wrong.  Saint Paul says in Galatians (5:4), You who 

are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have 

fallen away from grace. Ultimately, because we all sin, self-justification will 

only result in complete condemnation.  
 

      Now, I know that you know all that. You know that you cannot justify 

yourself by your attempts to obey the law. Well, your mind knows that. But 

hearts are not so easily convinced. Our hearts are still as proud as that law 

expert’s heart.  We still think, “I know I’m not perfect, but… I would never 

commit such terrible sins as murder, homosexuality, or dealing in drugs.  Well, 

at least I’m not as bad as… those terrorists, pedophiles, and greedy Wall Street 

bankers. Sure, I know I sin, but compared to my … coworkers I put in an honest 

day’s work and I never cheat my employer.” 
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    So, when you get right down to it, we are just as hypocritical as those A-List 

celebrities huddled together at Google Camp in Sicily.  They talk the talk of 

being concerned about climate change.  But their gas-guzzling jets and their 

diesel-drinking yachts walk the walk of a massive carbon footprint. Likewise, 

we huddle here in church. We talk the talk of following Jesus, loving God, and 

serving our neighbor.  But our proud hearts and our self-justifications walk the 

walk of hypocrisy and self-idolization. 
 

   And a verse we just sang sums up this sad truth.  It is a false, misleading 

dream, That God his law has given That sinners can themselves redeem 

And by their works gain heaven. The law is but a mirror bright To bring 

the inbred sin to light That lurks within our nature. That verse is so true.   
 

   So is this verse.  Salvation unto us has come By God's free grace and favor. 

Good works cannot avert our doom; They help and save us never. Faith 

looks to Jesus Christ alone, Who did for all the world atone; He is the one 

Redeemer. 
 

   Salvation has come and it could only come by God’s free grace and favor.  

That’s because, by nature, you and I are worse off than that poor man beaten by 

thieves and lying half-dead on the road to Jericho. We are not half-dead.  We are 

fully dead in our transgressions and sins. But Jesus is our Good Samaritan.  

Jesus found us and took pity on us. Jesus bandaged our self-inflicted wounds 

with his innocence and purity.  Jesus carried us to our Father’s house by 

carrying his cross to Calvary. Jesus healed us by pouring out the oil and the wine 

of his holy precious blood and innocent suffering and death.  Jesus did all this 

for us.  We did not ask for it. We did not deserve his help.  And we did not 

cooperate in how Jesus saved us.  Jesus did everything to save us.  He even sent 

the Holy Spirit in Word and sacrament to give us faith. 
 

  So, on the one hand, our sinful heart looks at its own accomplishments and 

boasts.  And then God’s law condemns us for our hypocrisy.  But by God’s 

grace alone, the Holy Spirt has given us faith.  FAITH LOOKS TO JESUS 

CHRIST ALONE.  So, we do not look to ourselves.  We do not try to justify 

ourselves.  By faith alone in Christ alone God alone justifies us. God forgives 

us.  God saves us. God brings us home to heaven.  FAITH LOOKS TO JESUS 

CHRIST ALONE.  And in Christ alone we have inherited eternal life.  In 

Christ alone we have everlasting peace.  AMEN. 


