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EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN.  Easter 3 – May 2/5, 2019 

 

John 21:1-14 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of 

Tiberias.  It happened this way: Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), 

Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples 

were together. "I'm going out to fish," Simon Peter told them, and they said, 

"We'll go with you." So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they 

caught nothing.  Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the 

disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. He called out to them, "Friends, 

haven't you any fish?"  "No," they answered. He said, "Throw your net on the 

right side of the boat and you will find some." When they did, they were unable 

to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. Then the disciple whom 

Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter heard him 

say, "It is the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had 

taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the 

boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a 

hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with 

fish on it, and some bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have 

just caught." Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was 

full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to 

them, "Come and have breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who 

are you?" They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to 

them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus 

appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 
 

  There are two different types of home remodeling.  One type changes the 

layout of your house. You expand the kitchen, add onto the family room, or 

even put on a second floor.  The other way to remodel keeps the layout of the 

house.  But you replace the old cabinets with custom cabinets and granite 

counter-tops. You buy new, matching appliances. You redo the floor and the 

lighting.  It’s the same house and same layout, but everything inside is new. 
 

   In Revelation 21 Jesus says, Behold! I am making everything new.”  Jesus 

will renovate the heavens and the earth.  But it’s like that second type of home 



 2 

remodeling.  Jesus is going to upgrade everything in heaven and earth.  When 

Jesus comes back he will make his creation perfect, holy, and eternal.  
 

  This includes your body. In I Corinthians 15 Saint Paul says, [This is how it] 

will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown (that is 

dead, and buried) is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in 

dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 

it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
 

    So, in the resurrection you will have an imperishable, glorified, powerful, 

spiritual body. In other words, when Jesus raises you from the dead he will 

make your body like his resurrected body. In Philippians, Saint Paul says, By 

the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, [Jesus] 

will transform our lowly bodies so they will be like his glorious body. 
 

   Our text shows us the third time Jesus appeared in his resurrected, glorious 

body to his disciples. Our text also shows us how Jesus will not just make old 

bodies new, he will also make old situations new and upgraded.  So, in the 

resurrection, EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN.  Our text mentions 

three specific events that reflect events from before Christ’s resurrection. These 

are three events that Jesus “remodeled” after his resurrection.   
 

   The first event is a miraculous catch of fish. Early in Christ’s ministry, Peter, 

James, and John were fishing all night. They caught nothing.  Then Jesus told 

them, Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.  They did 

so.  Then they caught an amazing amount of fish. Then, Peter said to Jesus, 

“Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 
 

   In our text we also see a miraculous catch of fish.  But there is one difference 

that calls for our attention.  Peter was no longer terrified by to be in the 

presence of Jesus.  Our text tells us, as soon as Simon Peter [realized it was 

Jesus on the shore] he… jumped into the water. Peter jumped out of the boat 

without fear.  
 

  This reminds us of another time Peter got out of a boat on the Sea of Galilee.  

One stormy night the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water. Then Peter got 

out of the boat. Peter walked on the water. Then Peter doubted. Then Peter 

sank.   
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   But in our text, when Peter jumps out of the boat, fear and doubt did not 

distract Peter’s focus away from Jesus.  No, instead, love and faith made Peter 

jump out of the boat and swim toward Jesus. And when Peter met Jesus, this is 

what happened.  The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full 

of fish…When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish 

on it, and some bread.  
 

     When Peter saw that fire burning on the shore, how could he have not 

though of another fire, maybe two or three weeks earlier?  By that late-night 

fire Peter cursed and swore that he did not know Jesus. On Good Friday, beside 

the warm glow of a fire, Peter’s faith in Christ went cold.   
 

     But the resurrection of Christ rekindled Peter’s faith.  There, on the shores 

of Galilee, Peter met Jesus by a burning fire.  There, on that quiet shore, Jesus, 

Peter, and the other disciples shared a meal.  There, on that peaceful beach, 

Jesus restored and rejuvenated their faith. 
 

   So, the resurrection changed things.  It certainly changed Jesus.  It changed 

him from a bloodied, beaten, crucified corpse to a glorious, immortal, living 

man.  And Christ’s resurrection also changed Peter. It changed him from a 

fearful, doubting, denying sinner to a joyful, faith-filled, disciple. 
 

   The resurrection of Christ also changed you. The resurrection of Jesus 

changed you from being overwhelmed by guilt and fear.  Without the 

resurrection of Jesus, you would have to say, “Go away from me, Lord; I am 

a sinful man! The holiness you demand and the penalties of your law crush 

me.  They fill me with the fear of your judgment and my damnation.” 
 

   However, the resurrection changes that.  Now, you are still a sinner. But now 

that Jesus has risen from the dead, you can say, “Praise be to you, Jesus.  You 

died to satisfy God’s law. You paid the penalties of all my sins.  Your rising 

from the dead means that God has accepted your life as payment for my life.  

Now that you live forever, I will live forever because of you.” 
 

  You have that confidence because the resurrection of Jesus also removes your 

doubts. Without the resurrection of Jesus, you would have to say, “The storms 

of life are too turbulent. My body has too many aches, pains, and diseases.  My 

finances teeter and wobble on the brink of poverty. Anger and arguments are 
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tearing at the fabric of my family. And my conscience is drowning me in a 

stormy sea of guilt, shame, and disgrace.” 

 

  Without the resurrection, all those problems would indeed fill every thought 

and infect every corner of your heart.  But the resurrection changes your 

outlook on all your problems.  You have faith to say with confidence “Jesus 

does more than walk on water.  Jesus defeated death for me.  Jesus destroyed 

sin for me.  Jesus drives Satan away from me.  Christ’s resurrection proves that 

he is my only Savior. His resurrection proves he can overcome all my problems 

because he has overcome death itself.” 

 

    So just as Christ’s resurrection changed Peter, it also changes you. On that 

morning on the Sea of Galilee Peter lost his fear, his guilt, his shame, and his 

doubt.  There on the shore Jesus welcomed Peter and the other disciples.  Jesus 

ate with them. Jesus blessed them. 

 

   The risen Jesus does the same for you.  He removes your fear. He takes away 

your doubt.  He banishes your guilt.  Jesus does that by welcoming you to his 

side.  As Peter got drenched in the Sea of Galilee in his rush to see Jesus, so 

also Jesus drenches you over and over again in your baptism. And when you 

jump back into your baptism with true repentance, Jesus drowns your old sinful 

nature.  When you jump back into your baptism, Jesus brings your new man—

that true believer, back to life.  

 

       Jesus also re-creates a new spirit in you every time you eat with him. Of 

course, you do not eat bread and fish on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  You 

eat the bread and the wine at God’s altar.  You eat Christ’s body and blood for 

your forgiveness, life, and salvation. This meal of Holy Communion brings 

renews the peace and restores the harmony between you and God. 

 

  So, EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN.  Jesus rose with a new body 

from the grave. Jesus renews your faith with his grace in Word and sacrament.  

And one day Jesus will transform your lowly body so that it will be like his 

glorious body.  Yes, Jesus came back to life in glory.  His resurrection changes 

everything.  All glory be to our resurrected Savior.  AMEN. 

  
 


