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COME, LORD JESUS, BE OUR GUEST.         Easter 6 – May 23/26, 2109 

 

Revelation 3:14-18. To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are 

the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s 

creation. I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were 

either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I 

am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired 

wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, 

pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the 

fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your 

shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.  Those 

whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. Here I am! I 

stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 

will come in and eat with him, and he with me. To him who overcomes, I will 

give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with 

my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.” 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

   Imagine this scenario.  You have invited an important guest for dinner.  You 

want to impress.  So, you pull out all the stops.  You make your own salad 

dressing. You prepare a gourmet sides dishes and main course.  You slave over 

the dessert. You select the best wines for each course.   

 

   Your guest arrives. You chit-chat during dinner. Then dinner ends. You ask, 

“Well, what did you think?” Your guest replies, “You put a lot of work into 

this dinner.  But it was not perfect. The salad greens were limp.  The 

chardonnay you served could not to stand up to the vinegary salad dressing. 

You should have gone with a young Albariño, or, at least, a Pinot Grigio.   

 

“And the main course…well, the sea bass spent too much time in the oven. 

You should have prepared it sous vide. And the balsamic reduction did not 

caramelize well.  The asparagus was under-cooked and needed more salt.  The 

risotto lacked creaminess and had too much garlic. And again, the wine 
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disappointed. A 2011 Sonnenglanz Pinot Gris would have paired much better 

than the 2016 Schlossberg Pinot you served. 

 

“And then there was dessert. A refreshing sorbet would have been much better 

than that heavy chocolate flan.  And while I always appreciate a fine port wine 

to finish a meal, Graham’s 30-year tawny is always a better choice than the 

Taylor Fladgate ruby port you served.” 

 

   Now, you might think, “Hey, if my guest criticized my cooking like that, I 

would kick that ungrateful bum out of my house.” 

 

   And under normal circumstances, you would be right to think that.  But let 

me give you a few more details. In this scenario, you are the head chef in a 

Michelin starred restaurant.  You are expected to produce a perfect meal.  Your 

guest is your former teacher at the Cordon Bleu Academy, the world’s 

foremost culinary school.  You treasure his opinion. You invited him over 

specifically so he could critique your cooking and tell you how to improve.   

 

  So, your dinner guest—your respected, former teacher—actually did you a 

favor by critiquing your dinner.  But here’s another detail.  Not only is your 

guest your former teacher, he is also your older brother.  After your father died, 

he ran the family restaurant.  But when he went to teach at the Cordon Bleu, he 

turned the family restaurant over to you.  So, your older brother criticized your 

dinner because he cares about you and he cares about your family restaurant. 

 

   That sounds a bit like the situation in our text. Jesus says, Those whom I 

love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. Here I am! I stand 

at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 

come in and eat with him, and he with me.  Jesus is our older brother.  Jesus 

taught us to follow him and be his disciples.  Jesus also invites himself into our 

lives so he can eat with us.  Jesus also wants to critique us—not how we cook, 

but how we look after our heavenly Father’s family business. That family 

business is the holy Christian Church.   

 

   Now, Jesus spoke our text to the Christian church in the city of Laodicea. 

And he does criticize them.  He says, you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you 
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were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot 

nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.  

 

     The Laodiceans had become lukewarm in their faith. Years before, when 

their church had first started, the good news of Jesus turned their stone-cold 

hearts into hearts on fire.  But over time, the flames of faith had cooled.  They 

were on spiritual auto-pilot. They were lukewarm. They were like that half-

empty 2-liter bottle of Mountain Dew the day after a party. Someone didn’t put 

the cap on tight enough.  So, now the Dew is flat and lukewarm. It’s gross. You 

would spit it out of your mouth if you drank it. 

    Well, that’s how the Laodiceans had become—lukewarm, flat, blah.  And we 

have to honestly ask, “Is this lukewarm mediocrity also happening at Saint 

John’s?” The sad answer is, “yes.”  Just take attendance at worship, for 

example. Compared to last year at this time, our worship attendance has 

dropped twenty percent.  Likewise, over the last ten or so years, we have seen 

fewer volunteers for church work days, church council and committee 

positions, and other things like choir and Sunday school teaching.   

 

    Then there’s how many new members join by adult confirmation.  Ten or 

fifteen years ago we would get about five or six new adult members a year.  

These were friends and relatives of members. But now, we instruct one, maybe 

two new adult members a year.  So, our enthusiasm for bringing new people 

into church has also grown lukewarm, flat, blah. 

 

  To make matters worse, we have become like lukewarm Laodiceans in 

another way.  We are lukewarm in our concern over these problems.  It’s easy 

to say, “Sure, we don’t have as many members as we used to.  But we still have 

regular worship services.  We still pay our bills. We still have Sunday School, 

Bible Class, and catechism class.  So, there’s no need to panic.” 

 

   Well, that sounds a lot like the Laodiceans.  The Laodiceans thought they 

were just fine.  But Jesus exposes their apathetic, lukewarm faith by turning 

their own treasures against them.  You see, ancient Laodicea was a large, 

wealthy city.  It got its wealth from banking, from producing black wool, and 

from thermal baths that treated eye diseases.  That’s why Jesus says in our text, 

You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But 

you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I 



 4 

counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become 

rich (So much for their wealth from banking); and white clothes to wear, so 

you can cover your shameful nakedness (So much for their wealth from black 

wool production); and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. (So much 

for their therapeutic, thermal baths.) 

  So, Jesus rebukes them for their pride in their wealth from banking, wool-

trading, and thermal spas.  But in their place, Jesus offers them something 

better.  He offers them spiritual riches, white clothes to cover their sin, and 

medicine that cures spiritual blindness.  So, even when Jesus comes to rebuke 

and criticize, he always enters with love.  He always wants to give us 

something better than what we are currently boasting about. 

 

   That’s what Jesus does for this church, too.  That’s what Jesus does for you.  

Jesus says, “You think you will be happy if you pile up more earthly treasures 

for yourself—a bigger home, a newer car, another hobby, and a more active 

social life.  But I offer you what money cannot buy.  I offer you faith that 

comes from Word and sacrament. I offer you the riches of faith—a home in 

heaven, peace with God, and joyful fellowship with your brothers and sisters in 

your church. 

 

“And you think you have to wear the coolest clothes and the latest styles.  But I 

offer you the robe of my righteousness.  I offer to wash your sins away in my 

holy, precious blood so you are innocent and pure in God’s sight. 

 

“And you think if you read the latest self-help book, you will live your best life 

now.  But I offer you true wisdom from my holy Word.  I offer to send you the 

Holy Spirit, who…will teach you all things and will remind you of 

everything I have said to you. 

 

    Yes, when Jesus comes he offers you all that you need for your life and 

salvation.  He certainly offers the criticism you need.  But he also offers the life 

and salvation you need.  So, open the door.  Let Jesus come in and share his 

meal of salvation with you.  Say to Jesus, “COME, LORD JESUS, BE OUR 

GUEST.  Be our guest here on earth. Then, let us be your guests at your 

heavenly feast of salvation forever and ever.”  AMEN. 
 


