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ARISE, YOU ARMIES OF THE LORD!    Ascension – May 30/June 2, 2019 

 

Revelation 19:11-16. I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a 

white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and 

makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He 

has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a 

robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven 

were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and 

clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the 

nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the 

fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this 

name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

     On January 27, 1973 many young American men breathed a sigh of relief.  

On that day Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird ended the military draft in 

favor of an all volunteer armed service.   

 

    When it comes to the Kingdom of God, though, the draft has not ended.  

God still recruits for his army.  God has enlisted you, also. We have a name 

for God’s way of conscripting soldiers into his army. We call it baptism. 

Concerning baptism Saint Paul says in Galatians, all of you who were 

baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  In baptism God 

covers our sins by dressing us with the perfect holiness of Christ.  Our text uses 

that same imagery. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on 

white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.   Yes, our uniform in 

the Lord’s army is the pure, brilliant holiness of Christ.   

 

    Now, when it comes to our service in the Lord’s army, there’s something odd.  

This army fights a war that Jesus has already won.  The book of Revelation 

explains.  Revelation describes the battle between Christ and Satan.  At many 

times it looks the forces of Satan will crush Christ’s Church.  However, as the 
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book of Revelation progresses, it shows more and more the central theme of our 

faith. That theme of our faith is:  JESUS WINS! 

 

    So, Jesus does all the fighting. Jesus does all the conquering.  But yet, even 

though Jesus does not need an army to fight for him, he still drafts his army.  He 

drafts his army simply so his army can share his victory. So, for us who have 

been baptized into the army of Jesus, our service is simply to follow the Lord in 

his glorious victory.  So, ARISE, YOU ARMIES OF THE LORD!  Rise up to 

follow Jesus in his everlasting triumph. And that’s what Ascension is all about.  

It’s about Christ’s victory over sin, death and Satan.  It’s about Christ’s 

triumphal entry into his homeland of heaven.  It’s about how Christ will come 

back and take us to heaven forever. 

                                 

       Our text describes all this in very vivid imagery. It says, There before me 

was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. He is dressed in 

a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God.  That rider on the 

white horse is Jesus. Jesus was faithful and true to his Father’s plan to save us. 

The bloody robe stands for Christ’s sacrifice on the cross—how he poured out 

his blood to wash us clean of all our sins.   

 

    Our text continues with its vivid imagery.  With justice he judges and 

makes war.   Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike 

down the nations.  The sword from Christ’s mouth is the Word of God.  It’s the 

good news of his life, death and resurrection.  This sword of God’s Word defeats 

unbelief in every nation and captures souls for God’s Kingdom.  

 

     Jesus describes the same in our gospel lesson. He says:  This is what is 

written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 

repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 

nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

 

    Just before Jesus went up into heaven, he said to his disciples, “I have died to 

pay for sins.  I rose from the dead to give eternal life to all who believe in me.  

Now that I am returning to heaven, I am sending you to fight against sin and 

unbelief.  I spoke God’s Word to defeat Satan. So now, you too, will use my 

gospel to wage war against the forces of evil in all nations.” That preaching of 

the gospel by the Church in all the world—that’s what our text describes when it 
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says, The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and 

dressed in fine linen, white and clean.   

 

    So, ARISE, YOU ARMIES OF THE LORD.   Do battle against sin.  How?  

Proclaim the good news of repentance and forgiveness.  Wage war against 

unbelief.   How?  Tell everyone the good news that Jesus is God’s Son and our 

only Savior.  Go. Conquer death.  How?  Give people the Word of everlasting 

life through faith in Jesus.  Yes, confess your faith.  Proclaim the Word. Share 

the good news. Jesus has already won the victory over Satan. 

 

   Now, someone might say, “Why do I need to rise up and fight? Did Jesus 

already conquer sin, death and Satan, or not?  Which is true?  Did Jesus already 

win the war?  Or, do I need to fight the war?” 

 

   Well, both are true.  Jesus calls you to fight a war that he has already won.  It’s 

like this.  When a baby jaguar is born, the jaguar mother has to teach it how to 

hunt.  She does that by attacking and capturing her prey; a small deer, large 

rodent or a wild dog.  Once the mother jaguar subdues the prey, she brings the 

wounded animal to her cub. She lets the cub attack and kill the prey.  There’s 

never a doubt that the prey will die.  The mother has made sure of that.  But she 

lets her little cub participate in her conquest. 

 

   In a way, that’s what Jesus does.  In the violent war of life and death, the prey 

is not some helpless animal.  It’s the deceiving serpent called Satan.  And Jesus 

has already subdued Satan with his death and resurrection. But like a mother 

jaguar teaches her cub to attack the weakened prey, so Jesus recruits us to fight 

the armies of Satan and all his evil angels.  So, RISE UP YOU BAPTIZED 

BELIEVERS.  RISE UP, YOU ARMIES OF THE LORD!  Attack the enemies 

that your King has already defeated. Proclaim his Word.  Share the gospel.  Tell 

other people about Christ, their only Savior.  Fight the fight of faith.  Share in 

the victory of our Lord.  

 

     Sounds good, doesn’t it?  Nothing like a battle cry to get the spiritual energy 

flowing, right?  Too bad that enthusiasm doesn’t last.  Too bad that when it 

comes to the fight of faith we would rather be conscientious objectors.  Too bad 

we would rather stay far away from the front lines.  Too bad we would rather go 

AWOL than face the heat of spiritual battle. 
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  And sadly, we all do it.  I can’t count the times I have failed to follow Jesus.  I 

can’t count the times I have deserted my duty instead of telling the good of 

Jesus.  I think you feel the same way.  In one way or another, you are all guilty 

of deserting your duty to fight in the army of the Lord. 

 

   That’s why we need not only to proclaim the gospel to others.  We also need 

the gospel for ourselves. And this gospel of Christ is like what happened on 

January 21, 1977.  On that day President Jimmy Carter did something 

controversial.  President Carter gave a full pardon to all those Americans who 

had dodged the draft during the Vietnam War.  These men had refused either to 

register for the draft or they avoided the draft by escaping to Canada or some 

other country.  They were guilty of draft dodging.  But with that presidential 

pardon, all was forgiven.  The could come home to the USA. 

 

   Jesus Christ has done something even more controversial. Christ poured out 

his blood to pardon our cowardly, spiritual draft-dodging.  His blood washes 

away our apathy toward the lost.  His blood forgives our shameful refusal to join 

the fight against Satan.  His blood pardons us for every time we have failed to 

share his gospel with the world. 

 

  So, RISE UP YOU ARMIES OF THE LORD.  Rise up to thank and praise 

your Savior.  Rise up to receive his blessing of forgiveness and peace.  Rise up 

to strengthen your faith by hearing his Word of forgiveness and by receiving the 

sacrament of his body and blood.   

 

   And when you are forgiven and saved by the grace of Christ, then you will 

also certainly rise up again.  That will happen when Jesus returns in glory.  On 

that day you will rise from this earth.  You will follow Christ and enter heaven.  

And there, in heaven, you will join all the armies of the Lord from every tribe, 

nation and language.  Together with them you and I will raise our voices and 

proclaim the truth about Jesus.  He is KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 

LORDS forever and ever.  AMEN. 

 


