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ALREADY…BUT NOT YET    Saints Triumphant – Nov 15/18, 2018 

 

Hebrews 10:11-18.  Day after day every priest stands and performs his 

religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can 

never take away sins.  But when this priest had offered for all time one 

sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.  Since that time he 

waits for his enemies to be made his footstool, because by one sacrifice he has 

made perfect forever those who are being made holy.   The Holy Spirit also 

testifies to us about this. First he says:  "This is the covenant I will make with 

them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I 

will write them on their minds."  Then he adds: "Their sins and lawless acts I 

will remember no more."  And where these have been forgiven, there is no 

longer any sacrifice for sin. 

 

 

Dear Christian Friends: 

 

  Last Sunday marked the hundredth anniversary of the end of World War I.  

That war involved twenty countries and killed twenty million people.  The 

world had never seen such staggering loss of life. That’s why they called it the 

Great War.  They also called it The War to End All Wars. People thought the 

world would learn from the horrors of that war and never go to war again. 

 

   But the world did not learn.  The Great War did not end all wars.  Quite the 

opposite!  World War I created the conditions for World War II. That war 

involved even more countries and killed sixty million people.   

 

  That shows us the natural condition of the human heart.  It is corrupt.  It is 

evil.  It is ignorant and foolish.  How else can you explain the endless 

bloodshed of war?  How else can you explain the sacrifice of millions of lives 

for political power, economic advantage, and oppressive ideology?  The 

sacrifice of millions of life just for that?   

 

    Our text also talks about the sacrifice of life.  It says, Day after day every 

priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers 

the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  In the Old Testament 
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the priests had to make animal sacrifices at the temple.  But those sacrifices 

were only symbolic. They never really took away the sins of the people. 

 

  In this way, those animal sacrifices are like the countless lives sacrificed in 

war.  No matter how much blood spilled or how many victims died, nothing 

really changed.  World War I did not end war.  Animal sacifices never took 

away sin. 

 

    That’s why we praise Jesus.  The book of Hebrews shows us how Jesus did 

what no Old Testament priest ever could do.  Our text says, Day after day 

every priest stands and … offers the same sacrifices, which can never 

take away sins.  But when this priest [that is, when Jesus] had offered for 

all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.   

  

    When Jesus sacrificed his life on the cross he did to the temple sacrifices 

what people hoped World War I would do to war.  They wanted that war to be 

The War to End All Wars.  Well, World War I did not end all wars.  But, in 

contrast, Christ’s sacrifice of his life on the cross was the sacrifice to end all 

sacrifices.   

 

   Our text shows us how Christ did this.  After Jesus sacrificed his life, he sat 

down at the right hand of God.  For a priest to sit down meant his work was 

done for the day.  But, as our text says, Day after day every priest stands 

and performs his religious duties.  In other words, an Old Testament priest 

never really finished his work.  Sure, he sat down at the end of one day. But 

the next day he, or another priest, had to stand at the altar and make the same 

sacrifices over and over again. But Jesus sat down at the right hand of God.  

When Jesus finished his sacrifice, he sat down in heaven’s eternal glory. In 

other words, Christ made the sacrifice to end all sacrifices.  

 

   But our text continues.  Now that Jesus is sitting at the right hand of his 

Father in heaven, he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool.  This is 

a picture from the ancient Middle East.  When one king conquered another 

king, the defeated king had to lie down before the victorious king.  Then the 

conquering king would sit on his throne and use the defeated king as his 

footstool.  It showed the total victory of the conquering king. 
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   Well, Jesus won the great war against his enemies of sin, death, and Satan 

by his death and resurrection.  He has already defeated them.  But even though 

Christ has already won the war against sin, death, and Satan, Jesus is still 

waiting.  He is waiting for Judgment Day.  On Judgment Day Jesus will reveal 

his victory to all the heavens and the earth.  His enemies of sin, death, and 

Satan will be made his footstool.  So, Christ has ALREADY won the war, but 

he has NOT YET displayed that victory to all creation. 

 

   ALREADY…BUT NOT YET.  That does more than just describe Christ’s 

victory.  It also describes how Christians enjoy all the blessings of Christ’s 

sacrifice and all the blessings of his victory over sin, death, and Satan.  Our 

text says, by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being 

made holy.   

 

   Christ has ALREADY made the sacrifice to take away all sins.  Christ has 

ALREADY made all who believe in him perfect. But he has NOT YET made 

every believer a believer. That is, not everyone who is coming to faith has yet 

come to faith.  Likewise, everyone who ALREADY has faith has NOT YET 

come to enjoy the perfection of life in heaven.  But some have. 

 

   That brings us to this day of SAINTS TRIUMPHANT.  All those believers 

who have ALREADY died and gone to heaven are now enjoying the perfect 

peace and complete happiness of heaven. For the saints in heaven, the war is 

over.  They no longer have to battle this sinful world.  They no longer 

complain, “Why is there so much evil in this world?  Why do people kill each 

other?  Why is there so much hatred between nations and between different 

ethnic groups?  Why is there so much suffering, pain, and corruption?  And 

why do I sin so much even though I don’t want to?”  No, the saints in heaven 

do not ask such questions.  They do not worry about these problems.  They 

have ALREADY joined Jesus and all the angels in the perfection of heaven.   

 

   That is our comfort when we stand at the grave of a loved one who died in 

the Christian faith.  Yes, we grieve.  We shed tears of sorrow.  We suffer the 

pain of separation and the grim finality of death.  But, as Saint Paul tells us in 

Thessalonians, we do not grieve like the rest of men who have no hope.  

No, when we grieve the death of our Christian friends and relatives, hope and 



 4 

faith balance our grief.  We rejoice for them because they are shining in 

heavenly glory with Jesus and all the angels. 

 

     So, faith and hope give us power to rejoice for our loved ones in heaven. 

That same faith and hope also strengthen us when we struggle with our sinful 

nature in this sinful world.  Yes, we have faith that Christ has ALREADY 

made the complete, once-for-all sacrifice for our sin and guilt. And we hope 

for heaven because of Christ’s sacrifice. But we are NOT YET in heaven.  

We are still being made holy.  We are still works in progress.   

 

    Being a work in progress is frustrating.  Unlike the saints in heaven, we do 

have a reason to complain.  We complain, “I claim to be a Christian.  So, why 

do I keep on sinning even though I do not want to?  I come to church and 

confess my sins.  But how can I so sincerely repent of my sins, but keep on 

going back to the same sins again and again? I receive God’s Word and 

sacrament to forgive me and renew my faith.  So, how can I vow to amend my 

sinful life, but never keep that vow more than a few hours at best?  Why can I 

not just be free from temptation and guilt for just one day?”  Fighting the fight 

against sin is frustrating.  It is a war that never ends. 

 

    But it will end.  Even though you do NOT YET enjoy the total victory over 

your sinful nature, Jesus Christ has ALREADY made the once-for-all 

sacrifice to pay for all your sins.  He ALREADY poured out his holy, 

precious blood on the altar of the cross.  Jesus is ALREADY seated at the 

right of hand of his Father in heavenly glory.  Jesus has also ALREADY 

welcomed countless Christians into the glory of heaven.  They are the 

SAINTS TRIUMPHANT.  You are NOT YET in heaven, but one day you 

will be.  So, you are ALREADY a forgiven saint through faith in Christ.  But 

one day you will be a forgiven and TRIUMPHANT SAINT in the glories of 

heaven. 

 

    May God keep us all in the true Christian faith until that great and glorious 

day.  For Jesus sake.  AMEN. 
 


