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St. John – The Disciple Who Teaches Us About Love 

We love because he first loved us. 1 John 4:19 
 

It would have been interesting to sit in and overhear the conversation back in 1843. That’s the year when 
this congregation was founded. Can you imagine listening in on the conversation when they decided about 
the congregation’s name. There is so much to pick from. Many congregations are named after place, like 
Mt. Zion or Bethany. Others after events, like Epiphany. And then there’s all the congregations named after 
people, St. Matthew’s, St. Paul’s. But the 24 initial voting members of this congregation settled on St. 
John’s. It would have been interesting to be a fly on the wall for that discussion. Well, maybe… it probably 
was a discussion in German, so I would have needed a translator.  
 
In this anniversary year of the congregation, we thought it would be good to end this year spending a few 
moments exploring what that name St. John means for us. Especially during this week of the year. 
December 27 is the day the church sets aside to celebrate a special festival, that of St. John, Apostle and 
Evangelist. The church set aside these festival days as a way of remembering Christ and how he worked in 
the lives of the saints. The mercy and grace God gave to John is a reminder of His love for people like us. So, 
let’s take a few moments to consider the name sake of this congregation, St. John since John – The Disciple 
Who Teaches Us About Love. 
 
Sometimes you hear stories at this time of year of crooks trying to pass counterfeit bills during the crush of 
the holiday shopping season. And as time goes on, those crooks are getting better at making the fakes look 
and feel like the real thing. Some fakes appear so real that some are able to pass the counterfeit detection 
pen that some cashers use when you pay with cash. But no matter how appealing that fake $20 or $100 
looks, a fake bill us just that – fake. 
 
Nobody likes being cheated by a fake. But we live in a culture that seems to be passing and pushing a fake 
all the time, with the stuff that’s labeled as LOVE. From burgers to on demand entertainment, we live in a 
culture that screams “have it your way.” Pleasure on demand is what this world peddles as “love”. Just 
think about the plot line of the latest TV show or movie you’ve watched. If it had to do with “love” – I bet 
the focus was on getting instead of giving. Love in our world often comes with caveats: I’ll love him/her if… 
I love them when… they do this or that for me…. Isn’t that how the love story goes?  
 
How different is that counterfeit love, then the love God has displayed for us – and asks us to imitate as 
John the apostle of love reminds us.  
 
So, let’s take a look at love that is real – Christ’s Love for Us. Then we can explore how we can share this 
love with others.   

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

I mentioned earlier how interesting it would have been to listen in on the conversation when this church 
decided on the name St. John. But even more interesting would being able to talk to John himself. Asking 
him why He followed and trusted Jesus in the first place. In a sense that is what his Gospel is all about. He 
shares how he wrote so you too would believe that Jesus is the Christ, God’s answer to our problem of sin 
and death – and by believing in Jesus we might have life forever in His name.  
 



That trust and reliance in Jesus grew as John daily saw God’s love in action. From changing water to wine to 
feeding 5000, John saw Jesus compassion on those in need. In the bedroom of Jairus’ home to the tomb of 
Lazarus, John saw Jesus power to conquer death. On the Mount of Transfiguration, John experienced Jesus 
giving him a preview of heaven’s glory. In the Garden of Gethsemane, John witnessed Jesus agony. 
Moment by moment with Jesus, John saw the Savior’s love in action. And that lavish love of the Savior 
brought about a response in John. The Saviors love moved John to take bold action.  
 
Remember when the mod carrying swords and torches came to arrest Jesus in the Garden, the rest of the 
disciples ran for their lives. They hid behind locked doors with the curtains drawn. But not John, he 
followed the soldiers into the Courtyard of the High Priest. The next day, while the rest of the disciples hid, 
John boldly stood with the women at the foot of Jesus cross.  
 
Why? Was John braver than the rest? No – this was the character of John. You see this in his Gospel. There 
is an interesting twist to his book of the Bible? Even though we call it the Gospel of John – we never hear 
about John in it. He never refers to himself by name in his record of Jesus. Five times he calls himself “ the 
disciple who Jesus loved,” three times “the other” or “another disciple.” But we never hear John refer to 
himself by name. That’s for a specific reason. It’s John’s way of saying, “I’m not the focus – it’s not about 
me… everything I’m writing about is focused on Jesus. He’s the one you need to know. He’s the one you 
need to hear about. See the love of the Savior – for you! Someone said that in the fourth gospel, John is 
never visible, and Jesus is never invisible. And when John points to Jesus – so often he points to His great 
love.   
 
Maybe this is why the church picked December 27 as the Festival Day for St. John – since it’s so close to 
Christmas. John writes so you might know that the love of the Savior is for you! With John we inspect the 
contents of the manger and see a baby. But eyes of faith see so much more. “The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 
Father.” He came for you. He came so you might see the Father’s love for you. “God so loved you, that He 
sent His one and only Son for you…” What a gift! A gift that won your freedom from sin. God’s gift that 
recused you from the jaws of Hell. God’s Son who gave His life, so you might have life with God today and 
forever! This is the love John writes about. He writes so that you might have life in Jesus name. What 
amazing love! 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 
We love because he first loved us - is our theme verse today. We’ve talked about God’s love for us, and 
notice this love is intended to propel us into love for others. We see that in John’s life. John hides in the 
love of Jesus. How can we do that? 
 
Love is so counterfeit in our world that isn’t made the idea of loving others seem backwards. Instead our 
culture puts a premium on loving ourselves. From little on we are taught to assert ourselves, stick up for 
ourselves, look out for yourself – because after all, no one else will. So we don’t focus on giving – it’s all 
about getting. Getting the right job, the right house, the right car – because then people will look at you as 
if you are something. Respect is earned in our world, after all. So, you have to surround yourself with things 
that people value. The game is about getting in our world, not giving.  
 
But as Christians, we live in this world – but we are not of this world. We don’t buy into what the culture is 
peddling, instead we reflect the Word and values of our Savior. We love – because He first loved us. Love 
one another, Jesus said, then the whole world will know you are my disciples – if you love one another.  
 



Love for God shows in how we treat others. It’s recognizing everyone has value and worth. Not because of 
the car they drive, or their job title or address. But simply because God made them, gave them life and 
spilled precious blood for them. God so loved the world – so all are worth of our love, time and 
consideration.  
 
Loving God means loving those whom he has placed around us, showing concern not for what we can get 
from them but for what we can give to them, not for what they can do for us, but for what we can do for 
them.  
 
Love for God means giving him the first place he wants in our heart and showing it with our priorities.  
 
Loving God means reaching that point in our faith where he is not just someone from who we get so much 
but someone to whom we want to give our all.  
 
Loving God means putting his commandments first in our lives and trying gladly to bring our lives into line 
with them.  
 
Is this difficult in this world – absolutely. But the key is realizing that We love because he first loved us. God 
didn’t just love you a little bit. He didn’t just give you some of His love. He has given you His all. He gave 
what is most precious to Him – His Son. That show just how precious you are too Him! He has filled you to 
the brim, to overflowing with His love. So full – that you have plenty to share with others. You can give, but 
He has given to you. You can forgive – because He has forgiven you. You can love – because He loved you 
first.  
 
John, he’s called the Apostle of Love. You see it filling all of His writings. May that also be the theme of this 
congregation that bears John’s name. Let all who come into this place see and experience God’s love 
through you. Then all may know that you are truly Jesus disciples. You can do that, you can love others, 
because He first loved you. To Him be the glory, now and always! Amen.  
 


