In Luther’s day
men and woman
stood in separate
groups in the
nave. Firstthe
men came
forward for
communion, then
the women.

As the pastor
distributed the
elements, he
would simply say,
“The body of
Christ” and “The
blood of Christ” to
each
communicant.
This will be our
practice today.

Pastor Reckzin
will speak the
Communion
collect as Luther
wrote it in the
German. The
English
translation
roughly follows in
between the
lines.

Luther closed the
mass not with the
traditional, “ita,”
but with the
Aaronic blessing.

The congregation
is expected to
stay and meditate
during the organ
postlude.

and his blood, as the pledge and guarantee of this. In his name
therefore, and according to the command that he gave, let us use
and receive the Sacrament.

The Words of Institution

Distribution Hymns

“Isaiah, Mighty Seer, In Days of Old” #267

“Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” #313
The Communion Collect

Stand

M: Wir danken dir alméichtigen Herrn Gott, da3 du uns durch
We thank you Almighty Lord God, that you have made us
diese heilsame Gabe hast erquicket, und bitten deine
alive through this gift of salvation and beg for your
Barmherzigkeit, da3 du uns solches Gedeien lassest, zu
Mercy that you allow us such prosperity, for
starkem Glauben gegen dir, und zu briinstiger Liebe unter
a strong faith toward you and for impassioned love among
uns allen, durch Jesum Christ, deinen Sohn unsern Herrn,
us all, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

Amen.

The Aaronic Blessing

M: The Lord bless thee and keep thee,
The Lord make his face shine upon thee
and be gracious unto thee
The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee
and give thee peace.

C: Amen. Amen. Amen. (sung)

Organ Postlude
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+ Die Beutsche Hesse +

The German Mass of Martin Luther
Anno Domini 1526

This service is an approximation, in English (mostly), of the worship
service Luther offered in German to the people of St. Mary’s parish in
Wittenberg, Germany. Luther’s aim was to create a worship form that

involved the laity and taught them. 11
LI 1 1# s " $
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Latin mass that reflected unscriptural thinking.

Luther’s service has had a profound impact on the course of Lutheran
liturgics. Although the German mass was soon modified after
Luther’s death, its patterns, emphases and goals have continued to
influence Lutheran worship.

In Luther’s day the congregation stood in groups—men on one side,
women and children on the other—because of the lack of pews and
for warmth. Almost the entire service was sung as Luther retained
the practice of chanting because of its familiarity and because it
served to underscore the sense of the readings. The traditional
vestments (Pastor Reckzin is wearing a chasuble) were retained, as
were the candles, crucifix, statues of the saints and the like. However,
many things were changed. Luther recommended the ‘modern’
innovation of a free-standing altar, introduced congregational hymns
in addition to the liturgical portions of the service that the
congregation sang, and upgraded the importance of the sermon.

As we celebrate using this service, please follow the printed directions
given in italics. Commentary and background information about the
service are given in the side columns. While we hope that you will
find this service to be interesting, it is our greater hope that you see
Christ, your Savior, through Word and Sacrament. To God alone be
the glory (Soli Deo Gloria!l).

“Mass”

The term, ‘Mass,’
comes from the
Latin, “missa est.’
This means, “It has
been sent.” This
was the last thing
the priest said at the
end of the service.
A rough English
equivalent would be
“Dismissed.”

Lutherans
traditionally used this
term to refer to the
worship service.

The Augsburg
Confession XXIV
says, “The Mass is
held among us and
celebrated with the
highest reverence.”

A chasuble (related
to the work, ‘cassok’)
is the traditional
vestment worn by
the clergy officiating
at the Lord’'s Supper.

Modern Lutherans
will notice that there
is no Trinitarian
invocation. Thisis
spoken at the
beginning of the
sermon. Together
with the sign of the
crossitis a
remembrance of our
baptism.




Introit means “He
enters into.” It
refers to a psalm or
psalm portion the
choir sang while
the clergy entered
the chancel. Luther
opened the service
to congregational
participation by
providing hymns
based on psalms
that could
substitute for the
chanted psalm. A
Mighty Fortress is
Our God is a
paraphrase of
Psalm 46.

Kyrie is Greek for
“O Lord.” Luther’s
Kyrie (CW #266)
has been
substituted due to
the extremely
difficult melody.

Modern Lutherans
will also notice the
absence of the
congregation’s
confession of sins
and absolution. In
Luther’s day each
member went to
the pastor for
private confession
and absolution.
Today’s sermon
encourages us to
reclaim this
practice.

The practice of
congregational or
public confession
and absolution did
not enter Lutheran
worship until 1888.

The Bells Ring
Organ Prelude

Introit
(Entrance Hymn)

Please stand as the beginning of the first verse

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” #200

Introit Psalm
Psalm 34 (page 80)

Pastor and congregation sing the refrains

Pastor sings the first part of the verse,

The congregation sings the second part of the verse

Pastor and congregation sing the final verse in bold (Gloria)

Kyrie
“Lord Have Mercy” page 27 in the hymnal
Be Seated
Gloria
“All Glory be to God on High” #263
The Collect
M: Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your

Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast
in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations,
defend them against all their enemies and bestow on your \
Church your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen (sung)

2.

will, both in life and in death, in good and in evil things, and
always to break, slay, and sacrifice our own wills.

That he would also give us our daily bread, preserve us from greed
and selfish cares, and help us to trust that he will provide for all our
needs.

That he would forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors so that
our hearts may rest and rejoice in a good conscience before him,
and that no sin may ever fright or alarm us.

That he would not lead us into temptation but help us by his Spirit
to subdue the flesh, to despise the world and its ways, and to
overcome the devil with all his wiles.

And lastly, that he would deliver us from all evil, both of body and
soul, now and forever.

All those who earnestly desire these things will say from their very
hearts: Amen, trusting without any doubt that it is Yea and
answered in heaven as Christ has promised: Whatever you ask in
prayer, believe that you shall receive it, and you will. To this end
we pray

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name,
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
Who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil
For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power
And the Glory forever and ever. Amen.

Secondly, I admonish you in Christ that you discern the Sacrament
of Christ in true faith and, above all, take to heart the words
wherein Christ imparts to us his body and his blood for the
remission of our sins. That you remember and give thanks for his
boundless love which he proved to us when he redeemed us from
God’s wrath, sin, death, and hell by his own blood. And that in this
faith you externally receive the bread and wine, that is, his body
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Modern Lutherans
will notice that
Luther omitted the
“Sanctus” (Holy,
Holy, Holy). Luther
moved it to the
distribution and
composed Isaiah,
Mighty Seer in
Days of Old to take
its place. Later
Lutheran liturgies
restored the
Sanctus to its
proper historic
place before the
consecration.

Luthers’s German
mass also did not
include the “Agnus
Dei” (O Christ,
Lamb of God).

Luther instructed
that the sacred
elements be
consecrated and
distributed
separately
according to the
action of Maundy
Thursday. That
meant everyone
received the body
of Christ first.
Then, after that,
they came a
second time to
receive the blood of
Christ. This
practice quickly fell
into disuse and we
will not use this
mode of distribution
today.




The Creed This is
a metrical version
of the Nicene
Creed written by
Luther. It
illustrates his use
of music to teach.
Since most of the
common folk were
illiterate, Luther
used hymns such
as thisas a
means by which
the truths of the
faith could more
easily be
committed to
memory.

The Sermon in
Luther's day was
usually about 45
minutes long. The
people stood.
(Please do not
stand for the
reading of the text,
or the sermon.)

Luther instructed
that after the
sermon the
pastor should
paraphrase the
Lord’s prayer and
admonish the
people for a
proper reception
of the Sacrament.

The form of
admonition in this
service is from
Luther himself.

you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has
no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.
So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

The Creed
“We All Believe in One True God” #271

The Sermon

Matthew 4:17

From that time on Jesus began to preach,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."

“A BRIEF EXHORTATION TO CONFESSION”

The Offering/Offertory
Exhortation for Holy Communion

M: Friends in Christ: Since we are here assembled in the name of
the Lord to receive his Holy Sacrament, I admonish you first of all
to lift up your hearts to God to pray with me the Lord’s Prayer, as
Christ our Lord has taught us and graciously promised to hear us.
That God, our Father in heaven, may look with mercy on us, his
needy children on earth, and grant us grace so that his holy name
be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true
teaching of his Word and the fervent love of our lives; that he
would graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living
whereby his precious name is being blasphemed and profaned.
That his kingdom may come to us and expand; that all
transgressors and they who are blinded and bound in the devil’s
kingdom be brought to know Jesus Christ his Son by faith, and that
the number of Christians may be increased.

That we may be strengthened by his Spirit to do and to suffer his
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The Epistle Lesson
Romans 3:19-28

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole
world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared
righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law
we become conscious of sin. But now a righteousness from God,
apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the
Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith
in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ
Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith
in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his
forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand
unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present
time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith
in Jesus. Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what
principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith.
For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from
observing the law.

Stand
The Gradual
“We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost” #190
The Gospel
John 8:31-36

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my
teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free." They answered him, "We are
Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone.
How can you say that we shall be set free?" Jesus replied, "I tell
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Originally the
Scripture lessons
were chanted by
the presiding
minister.

Gradual comes
from the Latin
word, ‘gradus,’
meaning step.
The gradual
serves as a step
between the
lessons. Luther’'s
hymn to the Holy
Spirit, “We Now
Implore God the
Holy Ghost,” first
appeared in 1524,
It is an expansion
of an older Latin
hymn.

During the singing
of the gradual the
presiding minister
leaves the chancel
for the Gospel
lesson, which was
delivered in the
midst of the
congregation.

The Gospel lesson
forms the core of
Luther’s service.
Luther
recommended that
the appointed
Gospel lesson
serve as the
sermon text for the
day.




